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Bautimore. Our city was much,enliveped during 
the last week, by the first official Visit of our new 
overnor, but old friend, Dr. Kent; aswell as by 
the attendance of the gentlemen composing the ex- 
ecutive council—ail on public business. ‘The first 
meeting of the board of public works was. held on 
Monday the 17th inst. and on the same day, for the 
first time, the first light brigade of volunteers, con- 
sisting of two troops of horse, one regiment. of artil- 
lery, one of infantry and one of riflemen, all in unt 
form and completely equipped, paraded, and were re- 
viewed by the governor. A more efficient body of 
volunteers than this, perhaps, cannot be met with, 
ond many of them ‘have seen a little service.” 


Tue Susqvenannan. During the week before 
Jast, 7488 bbis flour, 99 hhds and 1271 bbis whiskey, 
with great quantities of wheat, corn, pork, bacon, 
jJumber, &c. &c. arrived at Baltimore from Port Depo- 





sit, which is at the head of the tide-water navigation 





of the Susquehannah river; and on Tuesday no less 
than forty-one schooners arrived from the same place, 
chiefly laden with wheat, flour, whiskey, pork, and 
lard! Had we an ascending navigation of this mighty 
river; its trade alone would be sufficient to give busi- 
ness and support to very many thousand persons, 
and all the canals that ever can be made would not di- 
vert this trade from Baltimore,unless,because of some 
fault here, our market should be worse than that at 
Philadelphia or elsewhere. The business on the river, 
is exceedingly increasing every year. Its banks are 
rapidly populating; and, of course, the surplus pro- 
ductions are augmented. But what is to become of 
this surplus? Whither can we send it, to get a fair 
price for it? If the “free trade” which British states- 
men speak of really existed, the value of, perhaps, 
three millions of do}lars a year, in flour, whiskey, &c. 


might, and would, be sent to England from the Susque- 
hannah supplies: alene—which, at present, so much 
exceed the demand, and are at very reduced prices. 

With the ascending trade spoken of, Baltimore 
might partake very liberally in the trade with the 
western regions, via the Erie canal and the lakes— 


for New York will, atan early day, make a canal from 
the Seneca lake to the Susquehannah. 

The steam boat Codorus has passed up to Owego, 
240 miles above Harrisburg. 


rise of the waters, been brought down the Chemung. 


Great quantities of articles are stil] arriving at Bai- 


timore from the Susquehannah—in the last week 
6,184 bb!is flour, and 352 hhds and 1932 bbls whiskey, 
with large supplies of wheat, &c. 
week the receipt of articles has been as large as in 
the last. 


Tue Panama mission. While this subject was under 
discussion, we rather prefered to give the facts and 
the papers that belonged to it, than offer any remarks 
of cur own upon them, though we failed not, mode- 
rately, to express an opinion about it, as every other 
citizen has a right to do—ever recollecting that “a 


difference of opinion is not always a difference 


of principle;” and that ‘to think and let think” should 
be the rule of every honorable man: But the question 
being now, we suppose, at an end—the senate, in its 
executive capacity, having appointed the ministers, 


at liberty to discuss the subject, and especially on 
one point made against the mission by certain gentle- 
man of the senate*. And if on that point we could have 
seen the mission as it seems to have presented itself 
to their imaginations, we should have been with them 
in opposing it; but.so it is, that we believe there is 


cular matter referred to; and hence we have been ‘ 
nota little surprised at the stand taken. The peo- 
ple will determine who is right—for all the facts that 
appertain to this interesting affair, will be made pub- 
lic. The administration owes this to itself and to the 
nation; and will not neglect to make a full exposition 
of all that shall transpire at Panama, so far as justice 
oe good faith to others may admit the promulgation 
of it. 

Cofcerning thé general opposition to the mission, 
we have nothing now tosay. We impeach ho gen- 
tleman’s motives—censure no man’s vote. And in 
the minority, on the final passage of the bill appro- 
priating money for it, there are the names of per- 
sons whose motives we would not allow the impeach- 
ment of—if we could prevent it. But the resolution of 
the committee on foreign relations, with the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. McLane, we think involves a 
principle that may he advantageously examined. 

The resolution, reported by the committee, reads 
as follows: 


“Resolved, That,in the opinion of this house, it is expedient to 
appropriate the funds necessary to enable the president of the 
nited States to send ministers to the congress of Panama.” 


Mr. McLane’s anendment, by way of a rider to the 





It is thought that 
150,000 bushels of wheat have, during the present 


In the present 


resolution, was in those words: 

‘* The house, however, in expressing this opinion, do not intend 
to sanction any departure from the settled policy of this govern 
ment, that in exterding our commercial relat_ons with foreigm 
nations, we should have with them as little political connection as 

ssible; and that we should re peace, commerce, 

riendship with all nations, and form entangling alliances with 
none. It is, therefore, the opinion of tls house, that the govern 
ment of the United States ought not to be represented at con- 
gress of Panama except in a diplomatic character, nor ought they 
to form any alliance offensive or defensive, or Hegotiate respecting: 
such an alliance with ali or any of the Spanish American republics; 
nor ought they to become parties with them or either to any joint 
declaration for the purpose of preventing the interference ofany 
of the European powers with their independence or form of go- 
vernment, orto any compact for the purpose of preventing culo¢ 
nization upon the continent of America; but tbat the people of thr 
United States should be left free to act, in any crisis, in such a mane 
ner, as their feelings of ftiendship towards these republics, and ag 
their own honor and policy, may, at the time, dictafe.”t 





*An article of considerable length on this point, 

is prepared for the press—but necessarily postponed, 
at least, until our next publieation. 

tWe are far from being certain that this is the 
shape in which the amendment was when acted uporm 
by the committee and the house. By referring to page 
96, it will be seen that it differs from the origi- 
nal proposition of Mr. McLane, many modifications 
of which were offered, and some, by Messrs. Rives 
and Buchanan, accepted. We believe, however, it 
takes in these, and that we now give it as the reso- 
lution was decided upon. It will be recofleeted, that 
the original resolution of the committee on foreign 
relations, as well as the amendment, was rejected, 
and that the house passed a simple bill appropriating 
money to defray the expenses of the mission. By 
Mr. Wickliffe’s speech on Tuesday last, there appears 
to have been a good deal of what may, perhaps, be 
called cross-veting, as to the resolve and the proposed 
amendment to it—but the question, at large, we ap- 











and the house of representatives appropriated the 
money necessary to pay their expenses, we fee) more 


Vor. XXXN.—— 12} 


prehend, was settled by the vote which appropriated 
the money. [See congress bead.} 


safety where they represent danger, as to the parti- - 
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Lhis amendment, it will be seen by a voferenee 
‘to the proceedings, page 163, was carried by asmall 
majority, and then the resolution, as amended, was 
rejected by a large one, (two to one), as, in our 
opinion it ought to have been: not because of any 
thing which it contains in itself, all that it professes 
is in conformity as well to the wishes of the people of 
the United States, as the manifest and freely pro- 
claimed intentions of the administration,—but be- 
cause that it passed out of the legislative power of 
congress into the executive power of this government, 
‘and mixed things together which the framers of the 
constitution designed should always be kept sepa- 
rate—and so they must be, if we expect to preserve 
our institutions unimpaired and uncorrupted. For 
the mover of this amendment, every one entertains 
great respect; and he voted for the appropriation of 
money for the outfit and salary of the ministers, 
though his own qualification of their duties was refus- 
eil the approbation of the house.* 

When the bill appropriating 110,000 dollars for the 
compensation of ministers to the new republics, was 
before the senate on the 29th of April, 1922, (see 
Reaisrer, vol. XXU, page 155), Mr. Smith, of S. C. 
‘moved to amend the bill by adding thereto this pro- 
viso: “Provided nevertheless, that no money be 
drawn from the treasury for that purpose until the 
president shall be satisfied that such measure will 


- 





*Whether a majority of the members of the house, 
was, or was not, in favor of asserting a right to 
give an instruction about the foreign policy of this 
country, as embraced both in the resolution and the 
amendment, does not seem established by the votes 
taken. Two parties, (if the phrase may be used), 
and, perhaps, more, voted for the amendment— 


either to.assert the power of the house, or for the | 


sake of conciliation, on a point not then thought im- 


‘portant; and on the passage of the resolution, (as 


amended), seme who voted for the aniendment, voted 
against the amended resolution, because it expressed 
an opinion about the mission—and of these, certain 
thought the mission impolitic, and others believed 
that'the house ought not to express any opinion con- 
cerning it, unless by a naked vote for or against an 
oP spe of themoney. Other, or like reasons, 
influenced gentlemen, whether in the negative or the 
alfirmative—and, after a careful examination of the 
facts that have been published, we have arrived at 
this conclusion, because of the mixture of questions and 
principles, that the house neither has, nor has not, ex- 
‘pressed any decisive opinion as to the right alluded 
to; but that the mission itself stands approved by the 
final vote appropriating money to carry the act of 
the president and senate into eifect, as it is stated 
ahove. 

The following may serve to shew some of the grounds 
on which we arrived at this conclusion. Certain 
members of the house, in a note to the editors of the 


**National Intelligencer,” (published on Wednesday 
jasi), s2ay— 


"We voted for the amendment offered by Mr. 
McTune, for the purpose of distinctly asserting the 
power of the house of representatives to express its 
opinion on the foreign policy of the country, and of 
alfirming the principles in regard to that policy, con- 
tained in that amendment. 

We voted against the resolution, thus amended, 
because it asserted the expediency of sending depu- 
ties to the Corgress at Panama, te which, under an 
modification, we were not prepared to subscribe.” 


And of Thursday, last week, Mr. Allen of Mass. 
declared that he would vote against the resolution, as 
avywaded, “because it introduced one of the most dan- 
gerous innovations waich had ever been attempted,” 

C, 
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not interruptethe friendly relations of the Unie 
States.” 

And, though every senator believed that the pre. 
sident was satisfied, or would be satisfied, of the fact 
proposed fo be left to his discretion even in this proviso, 
the proviso was rejected, 28 to 9, because that the 
whole matter was purely an executive affair; and of q 
belief, that the different powers delegated by the 
constitut#on should be kept exactly where the consti- 
tution had placed them. And the bill, making an 
unconditional appropriation, (as is the bill that passed 
on Saturday last) was passed in the senate with onl 
three dissenting votes—Mr. Lloyd, of Md. Mr. Ma- 
con, of N. C. and Mr. Smith, of 5. C. 

The duties and the powers of the different depart- 
ments, or branches, of the government must be kept 
separate and distinct, else the greatest and most va- 
luable feature in our system, that of personal and 
direct responsibility, will lose its efficiency, and in eve- 
ry respect, There isa common saying, “let every 
tub stand on its own bottom,’ and it isstrongly fitted 
to the present case. If the legislative, executive and 
juticial powers attempt the instruction of one another, 
and their respective powers become mixed—whom 
shall we impeach, who shall be brought “to the bar 
of the public reason,” for trial? itis well observed 
that ‘corporations have no souls’”—and so it is be- 
cause of the want of responsibility in the individuals 
composing them: but when a@ president, a senator, a 
representative or a judge, does any thing of his own 
motion, we know the particular person thai shali be 
held accountable to us, and wil! try him for the act 
committed, according to the consiitu.ion as it re- 
spects the rights given up, and the more important 
rights in the people retained. It was on this very 
principle that we objected to the ground taken in the 
discussions about the Seminole war. There is no 
power in this country that may not be impeached— 
no public man whose conduct may not be question- 
ed—no sovereign, save in the people themselyes and 
in the laws by them ordained. But the preservation 
of that sovereignty materially depends on the respon- 
sibility of ageuts to make or administer the flaw, 
and do those things which the public welfare requires. 

This idea of a separate and distinct responsibility 
is as old as our government—and there was no point 
in the constitution which more interested the framers 
of it than a separation of the different powers con- 
ferred by it. In the first congress of the United 
States, (1789), it was proposed that the power of re- 
moving officers should be taken from the president. 
Mr.Madison,who, more than any man in that congress, 
had been engaged in building-up the constitution, 
and must be admitted to have understood its princi- 
ples at least as well as any other gentleman of that 
day, er since, very warmly opposed the proposition. 
He said, if an officer may not be displaced ‘put by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate, the 
president is no longer answerable for the conduct of 
the officer—all willdepend on the senate. Youwhere 
destroy a real responsibility without obtaining even 
the shadow; for no gentleman will pretend to say 
that the responsibility of the senate can be of such a 
nature as to afford substantial security,” &c. Pro- 
ceeding with his remarks, Mr. Madison said—* Per 
haps there was no argument urged with more success, or 
more plausibly grounded, against the constitution under 
which we are now deliberating, than that founded on the 
mingling of the executive and legislative branches of the 
government in one body. It has been objected that the 
senate have too much of the executive power, even by hav- 
ing a control over the president in the appointment to office: 
Now, shali we extend the connection between the legisla- 
tive and executive departments, which will strengthen the 
objection and diminish the responsibility we have in ti 
head of the executive? I cannot believe, if gentiemen 
weigh well these considerations, they will think | 
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safe and expedient to adopt the clause.” See Lloyd’s| 
debates, vol. !. page 361. Again, speaking on the 

same subject, page 458, he says—-‘‘/t is evidently the 

antention of the constitwlion that the first magistrate should 

be respovisible for the executive department; so FAR 

THEREFORE, AS WE DO NOT MAKE THE OFFICERS WHO 

ARE TO AID HIM IN THE DUTIES OF THAT DEPARTMENT 

RESPONSIBLE TO HIM, HE 18 NOT RESPONSIBLE TO HIS 
counTrY;” and he then proceeded with an able argu- 
‘ment concerning the executive power, and against 
the danger of blending one power with another. But 
what we have extracted is sulficient to shew the ge- 
neral scope of his reasoning, and the latter quotation is 
immediately in point. The foreign [diplomatic] rela- 
tions of this country as clearly belong to the business 
ef the executive, as a making of the laws belongs to 
congress. Each may control the act of the other—the 
president, by refusing to sign bills passed both by the 
senate and hause of representatives, and either body 
by refusing appropriations asked for by the president, 
so that neither can commit the essential interests of 
the United States without the consent and approba- 
tion of the others. 

Either house of congress may request or, perhaps, 
we might say, demand, information of the executive; 
but neither house can instruct the president, any more 
than he may instruct them, or the supreme court, or 
either of these any other of them. If the proposed 
amendment of Mr. McLane had been adopted, would 
it not have been an instruction to the president, 
and rather have rendered the ministers appointed to 
Panama responsible to the house than to the president, 
and thus have relieved the latter “‘of his responsibility lo 
his country,!’ as Mr. Madison observed in 1789? It 
must have borne this character, and have had this ef- 
fect, or we are unfortunate, indeed, in our apprehen- 
sion of the meaning of words. And why the necessity 
for such instruction? What can the president do, or 
cause to be done, at Panama, that will have a binding 
operation on the U. States, unless ratified by the se- 
nate and approved in the house, by appropriating mo- 
ney to carry it into effect? The senate has rejected 
treaties which the president had sanctioned by the 
act of laying them before that body, and the presi- 
dent has refused to lay certain treaties before the se- 
nate which, perhaps, would have been sanctioned by 


exercises of power? What danger can be appre- 
hended, while one branch of the government, being 
always kept separated from the rest, may check, and 
be checked, by each and every of them? Herein is 
our safety. Unless the legislative, executive and ju- 
dicial power are all sunk into one common mass of 
corruption, no extensive or irremediable injury can 
be inflicted upon the people. But mix these powers 
together, and suffer one of them to dictate to the rest, 
and a struggle for power will immediately take place 
that must end in some signal calamity. Let what party 


reference to the case at all. > But, suppose that a 
president of the United States, when a question about 
slaves or slavery was before the supreme court, should 
so far forget bimself, as to officially say to that court, 
“slavery being inconsistent with the laws of Gud and 
nature, cannot exist,”* what would the people think 
of him? And yet, why may not the executive as we! 

instruct the judiciary, as the legislative instruct the 
executive power? We challenge the shewing of any 
real distinction in the cases. 


I well recollect to have heard some of the debates 
in congress on the famous treaty with Great Britain, 
made by Mr. Jay, during the administration of Wasu- 
INGTON—and, young as I then was, I formed opinions, 
¥ cry ge many thought such were atthe tine), 
which I never yet have ceparted from. I thought 
then, and believe now, that, though the treaty-making 
power is in the president and. senate, the money- 
granting power isin the house of representatives; and 
that the latter, as the grand chancellor in behalf of 
the people, may always enjoin a stay of proceedings, 
by refusing appropriations, and so ‘‘stop the wheels of 
the government,” as Mr. Gallatin said when main- 
taining this power in the house on the occasion just 
stated.{ Ifthe house, jealous of the intentions of the 
president in sending ministers to Panama, had request- 
ed information as to the nature of those intentions, as 
it might have been the right and the duty of the 
house to have done, the president might or might not 
have given it, as he should have thought most expe- 
dient, and the house might or might not have defeat- 
ed the mission altogether, by refusing the appropria- 
tion, as to the majority should have seemed most pro- 
per; and here the rights and duties of each are, re- 
spectively, atan end. But the president had already, 
and unasked, explained his views to the house, and 
communicated every paper that he believed impor- 
tant to support them, and no other had been with- 
held which the house was pleased to express a desire to 
have. The executive was already publicly pledged as 
to its course, and the instruction of congress, through 
Mr. McLane’s amendment, was useless, admitting 
that the house was in the exercise of its rightful 
power in so instructing the president. Besides, 
whatever the ministers may doat Panama must come 
under the revision of congress, before any thing by 
them done can havea binding effect on this goverm 
ment or people. 


To conclude: the sovereignty of the states is the 
preservation of our liberties—consolidation would 
be the annihilation of them. The separate exercise 
of the various powers delegated by the constitution 
to the different departments of the government, is 
the safety of the constitution; the blending of them 
together, a destruction of the constitution. And the 
best means that we have to keep the several agents o€ 
the people honest, is to hold each responsisle to us 





triumph that may, the constitution will be impaired, 
and one breach of it willbe heaped on another, until, 
Jike that of Great Britain, we shall have to depend 
on fashionable commentators to ascertain the meaning 
of it. We say ‘‘fashionable commentators’’—because 
at one time it was constiiutional in England to cut off a 
king’s head, or drive out ancther and import a Dutch- 
man in his place; and even now, the king’s person is 
regarded as sacred, and to imagine his expulsion from 
the throne is treason. Every body recollects the rude 
attack of gov. Troup on the government, because he 
had been told that Mr. Wirt, attorney general of the 
United States, had made an abstract remark about 
slavery before the supreme court. The issue of this 
attack was ridiculous in the extreme. Mr. Wirt never 
used the words imputed to him, and, if he had used 
them, it was also shewn that they would have been 
exclusively his own—the executive not having given 
him any sort of instructton in regard t» them, or in 


for the faithful performance of that special duty 
| which the constitution and the law has committed to 
him. 


[Some of the vicws presented in the preceding re- 
marks, and, perhaps, the whole of them, may have 
been presented by gentlemen when discussing the 
question in the house of representatives; but as, in- 
deed, and in truth, we have not read one of those 
speeches, the remarks are exclusively expressive of 
our own views of the subject, and such views may be 
equally familiar to many others.] 





*The words imputed to Mr. Wirt. 

tl know that a great deal may be said, and well 
said too, on both sides of this question: but can- 
not agree that the national purse shall be opened in 
cases like this, without the consent of the represen- 
tatives of the people, whose place, I think, it is to 
hold the strings. : ' 





rd 


— 


te7 = 


oe ee 


Te = 


* 





mee 
ae eo 


2h oe 


eo | 


+ 
a : 
a | 


ve ARERR 


ea = 
- . 


~ - - 
pe ae es 


Stu <eSti eee 


= 


> emg? Get ke see gta 


art. . ce 2d 


. 


-= 


156 


ma 


NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 29, 1826—MISCELLANEOUS. 








eo ———— ee 


—, 


——_ 








Treaty wires THE CRreexs. 


A new treaty made | 
with the Creek chiefs now at Washington, has been | 


CoTTon AND corN. Accounts from Charleston say 
that upland cotton, for shipping to Liverpool, will not 


ratified by the senate and proclaimed by the president. | bear more than eleven cents per !b. and that corn is 
Thus the unwearied efforts of the executive, (and es-|at one dollar and fifty cents per bushel. Whata 


pecialfy of the secretary of war, to whom the ar- 
rangement of this maiter specially belonged), to bring 
about an amicable adjusiment of dilerences, have | 
been crowned with success. The Indians are satisfied, | 
and Georgia has obtained what it is believed will be. 
satisfactory to a very great majority of the people of 
that state. The old treaty has been abrogated, as! 
having been made by persons incompetent to make it; | 
but the new one, under new conditions and conside- | 
rations, accomplishes very nearly, if not wholly, | 
all that was important in the old one. Whata com-| 
‘mentary is here on some of the proceedings had | 
in Georgia respecting this matter! Nine tenths of | 
the territory held by the Creeks itu the state has been | 
ceded to the United States, and possession, thereof 
will be given to Georgja on the Ist day of January | 
next. We shall publish the treaty, with the papers | 
accompanying it, as soon as we have rcom. 


The following is the vote on the advice and consent 
of the senate to the treaty: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Benton, Bouligny, 
Branch, Chambers, Chandler, Chase, Clayton, Dick- | 
erson, Eaton, Edwards, Findlay, Harper, Harrison, 
Hendricks, Johnson, Ky. Kane, Lloyd, Marks, Mills, 
Noble, Randolph, Reed, Rowan, Seymour, Smith, 
Tazewell, Thomas, Willey—30. 

Nays.—Messrs. Berrien, Cobb, Hayne, King, Ma- 
con, White, Williams—7. 


SC3°The following presentment of the presi- 
dent of the United States and others, by the grand 
jury of Hall county, Georgia, and compliment paid 
to Messrs. Carnmpbell aid Merriwether, on account of | 
the treaty made by them and abrogated by the senate | 
of the United States in adopting the new one, 39 votes 
to 7, is a splendid touch of the ridiculous, and espe- 
cially so for reaching us just at this moment— 


‘In taking leave of state matters and state officers, 
we cannot leave unnoticed the praiseworthy and me- 
ritorious conduct of Duncan G. Campbell and James 
Merriwether, without returning them our thanks for 
the manner in which they have conducted themselves 
as United States commissioners; nor can we heip ex- 





have received froin the president of the United States, 
together with Crowell, Andrews and Gaines.” 


———— 


Protection. The ship Cyane is off the coast of 
Brazil—the sloop ZLoston has just sailed to join her— 
the sloop Lexington will follow, and a frigate will be 
speedily despatched, the whole under the command 
of capt. Biddle, for the protection of the commerce of 
the. United States, in consequence of the war between 
Brazil and Buenos Ayres. 


This squadron will cost the people of the United 
States several hundred thousand dollars—a greater 
amount in money than is paid by them for the encou- 
ragement and protection of every other branch of the 
national industry, “tariff and al/;” but no one objects 
to it: and the merchants and ship owners, in respect 
tothis matter, do not say “let us alone.” How great is 
the differenee between mine and thine! How right 
and proper is it that money vested in ships and labor 
employed in navigating them, should be protected, 
and how oppressive is it that capital vested in mills 
and persons subsisted by their labor in them, should 
be encouraged! It is constitutional to defend property 
at the cannon’s mouth, oa the high seas—but uncon- 
stitutional to protect property on the land within our 
own limits! Fishermen too, may have bounties and 


premiums—but farmers and wool-growers, spinners 








and weavers, may not receive ejther. 


change! 

The export of cotton from Alabama, for the season, 
is estimated at one hundred and twenty thousand 
bales. Eight or ten years ago hardly one bale was 
raised in this state. Tbe crop has also been heavily 
increased in Tennessee. 





THE WESTERN waters have been higher this sea- 
son than fortwenty years past. Louisville, Shipping- 
port, Nashville, &c. have been flooded. At the mouth 
of the Cumberland, the water was sixteen feet higher 
than ever remembered before. The quantity of drift 
wood in the sireams 15 beyond precedent. The bayou 
Placquemine bas a raft at its mouth a mile Jong; 
which is impassable. Great damages have been sus- 
tained at many piaces; but as yet the ‘Father of Wa- 
ters” had not broken his banks. 

Mint or THe J. Stares. Of the gold coinage of the 
mint during the last year, seventeen thousand dollars 
was from the product of the gold mines of North 
Carolina, and not 1700 as stated in the papers. 





CHESAPEAKE AND Onto CANAL. It is given out that 
the exécution of this proposed work will cost not 
less than thirty millions of dollars; and, that from tide 
water to Cumberland, it will cost eight millions. If 
these reports of the estimates are true, the project 
will most likely be abandoned. * 


_ 





CUMBERLAND ROAD. The correspondence between 
certain members of congress and the secretary of war 
is published—the former urging the extension of 
the Cumberland road, eastwardly, to the tide water 
of the Potomac. It is a grievous matter that the let- 
ter to the president is signed by seven members of 
the Virginia delegation im congress, the late resolu- 
tion of that state to the contrary notwithstanding. 
These letters shall be inserted hereafter. 

Fyrs.—A public sale was made at New York, by 
the American fur company, on the 13th, when 1670 


; | Mackinac and jake Superior beaver were sold at $5 3-S 
pressing our disapprobation of the treatment they | 


a $6 per !b.—}486 Missouri at $438 a $43—1090 
Rocky Mountain at $54 a 6—11,200 northern muskrats 
at 34 to 384 cents—79,000 Kankikee at 354 to 40— 
9000 Missisippi at 33 a 374-3755 assorted at 21 to 
22 cents—-3600 Northern racceen at 30 to 34—1600 
Mississippi at 304 a 354, and 2400 Detroit at 34 to 36 
cents per skin; at 4and 5 months.—WN. ¥. Com. List. 

Breacu or promise. Aman named Crawford, aged 
74 years, lately prosecuted a widow named Barford, 
at New York, for a breach of a promise of marriage, 
and recovered 200 dollars eost and damages! The 
case produced a great deal of merriment in the court, 
the parties being present. 





Futton. We heartily adopt the following article 
from the ‘National Gazette.” 

A writer in the New York American, suggests that 
every steam boat in the United States should give the 
proceeds of one trip as @ benefit, to the orphan chil- 
dren of Fulton, in whose behalf the legislature of New 
York has been solicited in vain. When those who 
have made, or are making money, by means of steam 
boats, reflect upon what they owe to the genius and 
labors of Fulton, they can scarcely hesitate to con- 
tribute the earnings of a few hours to the welfare ot 
his impoverished family. 

Cmior. We have mentioned the surrender of 
Chiloe, and the extinction of the Spanish power ot 
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ihe continent of America. The flag of Ferdinand no 
Jonger floats over one solitary spot between the Sa- 
bine river and Cape Horn. Chiloe,the last place 
that held out for him, recently capitulated. The 
province of Chiloe is extensive and fertile, and con- 
sists of forty seven islands, nearly the whole of which 
are inhabited, the largest being 140 miles long and 
60 broad, situate off the south coast of Chili, and a 
very important position—the most important, per- 
haps, on this side of the Pacific. 

ALEXANDER. Itis strongly suspected that the late 
emperor of Russia died by the hand of violence.— 
A late writer speaking of him, says—“It is not the 
least of the singular circumstances connected with 
the death of Alexander, that not the name of a single 
physician is mentioned as having attended him. No 
bulletin was published duréng the progress of his ill- 
ness, which some accounts now say, extended te seve- 
ral days prior to his death.” 





Britisn “FREE TRADE.”’ The Netherland govern- 
ment has revoked its decree of the llth of August, 
1824, relative to goods imported under the English 
flag. 

8 “Brussevs, Feb. 12. 

“The following is the cecree of the Sth of Febru- 





ary, 1826, which revokes that of the 11th of August, | 
1824, eontaining preliminary regulations relative to | 
the import duties on goods brought by vessels under | 
the English flag: 

“We, William, &c. &e. considering that in conse- | 
quence of the orders in council of the British goveru- | 
ment, dated the 3ist of Jan. last, a change has been 
made in the circumstances which gave rise to our! 
decree of the llth August, 1824, (see the official jour- | 
nal, No. 44,) ordering that all merchandise which, | 
dating from the 14th of the said month, should be im- | 
ported from the United Kingdom of Great Britain into | 
our kingdom, by vessels under the English flag, shonid | 
be provisionally considered and treated with respect! 
to the import duties, as if the importation had taken | 
place in the national vessels— 

“On the proposal of the department of foreign af- | 
fairs, and after concerting with the department of; 
the interior and the administration of the direct taxes, | 
the import and export duties and excise, have de-, 
creed and decree— 

“Dating from the 11th of this month, our decree of 


New York, and one of this description is about to b 
launched at Baltimore. Some also of lesser size, 
sloops of war and brigs, have just been finished, for 
the different new governments—and a frigate has 
arrived at New York, from Carthagena, for the pur- 
pose of being repaired. She sailed in contpany with 
a ship of the line, also bound to New York, to be cop- 
pered and fitted. These things have circulated large 
sums of money among our artists and mechanics, and 
materially benefitted the community. 


One of the vessels built at New York, the brig 
America, of 600 tons, and to carry 22 guns, is spoken 
of as oncof the most spiendid and best fitted vessels, 
of her class, that ever floated. She is equipped and 
furnished with equal regard to effect, convenience and 
elegance. Her cabins and accommodations for the 
officers and men, are highly ornamented and uncom- 
monly extensive. She is intended for the Mexieag 
government. 





Banxine! Itis stated that the actual debts of the 
Eagle bank of New [[aven, independent of the claims 
of its stockholders, amount to $1,189,890, exclusive of 
164,000 which have been secured by special assign- 
ment—and that of the debts due to the bank, the re- 
ceiptof 109,000 dollars, anly, is really expected! 

The bank at Eastport, Maine, has failed—said to 
be by the endorsement of bills drawn on England, 
which came back protested. 

The “Marble Manufacturing Company” of New 
York, which lately commenced the manufocture of 
something which they passed off as bank notes, has 
already shut up shop. From what is stated, it ap- 
pears that the managers of this establishment are 
rightful candidates for the manufacture of marble— 
in the penitentiary. 

VALUABLE SPEECH. The followingis, perhaps, the 
most valuabie speech that has been delivered during 
the present session ofcongress. Ifithas any fair and 
full rival, it is in that of one of about the same length, 
delivered by gen. Herrick, of Maine, on amendments 
to the constitution, which shal! be registered. 


On the 15th inst. when the question relative to the 


adjournment of congress, was before the house of 


representatives, Mr. Wright, of Ohio, said— 
“T am_no physician, regular bred or quack, but I 
will propose a remedy for the difficulty which seems 


the llth August, 1824, is revoked, and shall remain, to press upon gentlemen, which I think will he found 
without effect. efficacious. Let us meet an-hour earlier in the 
“The department of foreign affairs, and of the in-! morning, and devote the hour thus gained, to peti- 
terior, and the administration of the direct taxes, and | tions and original propositions; that done, apply our- 
duties of customs and excise, are charged with the, selvesto our work, serious!v, tg our usual time for 
execution of this decree, which shall be communi- | adjournment, and then continue in sesslon an hour 
cated to our minister of foreign affairs, and of finance, | later in the evening, and devote that hour to. th® de- 
as well as to the general chamber of accounts, and livery of speeches on subjects whieh have ceased to 
inserted in the official journal. WILLIAM, | be interesting, and upon which every member of the 
Hague, Feb. 8, 1826. house has made up his mind; and which are not in- 
By his majesty, tended to produce effect here, or throw light upon 

J. G. De Mey De Srreerxkers. the subjects discussed. If I am told that gentlemén 

Published the 9th Feb. 1826. will not attend at so early an hour. | answer, those 
The secretary of state, will attend who have any business to do, and it is 

J. G. De Mey De Streerkerg. | only these who generall. give their attendance the 

” “The chamber of commerce of Antwerp informs) first hour of the session now. Ifiam again told, we 
the merchants that, in consequence of two resolu-| shall not secure the attendance of a quorum the last 
tions in council, adopted by the Engiish government, | hour of such a session, I answer again, neither the 
on the 30th Jan. last, one of which augments, by a; house nor the nation will lose any thing by that. 
fifth, the import duties on our merchandise imported} What do you now daily witness? ‘%Vhen gentlemen 
into England in ships of the Netherlands, and the| rise to deliver speeches, of the character I have 
other imposes a duty of 1! 3s. 4d. on salt exported! mentioned, the members generally rise o}so—not to 


from England by ships of the Netherlands, his majes- 
ty has thought fit, by a decree of the 8th inst. to ce- 
voke his deeree of the 11th of August, 1824.” 





Snip puripinc. Several large vessels, some of them 
to carry between $9 and 70 guns, have been built at 


| listen to the speaker, or his reasoning, but to get out 

of your door, away from it, to engage in business or 

amusement.elsewhere, and you are, almost daily, left 

without a quorum. Members have a right to speak, 

but we have aright to have such speeches at an hour 
stam Wit tHhaca +h 


when none are expected to listen but these that please. 
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The speeches will have all the effect they were in- 
tended to have—they can be printed, and published 
through the country.” 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
From London papers to the 22d March, inclusive. 

Gread Britain and Ireland. The king had been ver 
i}} with the gouty and was also tapped for the dropsy. 
Tlis life was sometime in danger; but at the latest date 
‘his progress towards convalescence was extremely 
sutisfactory.” 

Commercial affairs were assuming a more favor- 
able aspect, and confidence was slowly returning. 

The duke of Wellington has arrived at St. Peters- 
burg, and was graciously received. In respect to >is 
mission, a London paper says— 

It is understood—as we, indeed, announced the 
faci to be at the period of the duke’s departure from 
this country—that he was charged with what might 
be termed credentials, from France, and Austria, and 
Prussia, as wel) as from Great Britain, all calculated 
to impress the cabinet of St. Petersburgh with the 
conviction that the above great powers are unanimous 
in their purpose— 

ist, Of protecting the Greeks against the Ottomans. 

2d. Of protecting the latter against an attack from 
Russia. 

The duke of Wellington is said to have received 
the most prompt assurances of the satisfaction with 
which the einperor Nicholas regarded the first of the 
two objects explained to him, and of his entire ac- 
quiescence in the second. 

The five most powerful states of Christendom are 
now, it is added, to unite in a common and perempto- 
ry declaration to the grand seignor, that Greece shall 
no longer be occupied or invaded by his armies— 
tat he must give up ail pretensions to the sovereign- 
ty of that people, and cease in aby manner, to molest 
them 

‘yhere was a plan on foot for establishing a tele- 
graphic communication, between Liverpool and Man- 
elester, whereby the merchants in one town might 

uvev information to the manufacturers of the other, 
space Of 30 minutes. 

Cotton, at Liverpool, March 20, upland 7 1-8d to 
7 5-8. Boweds had been sold from 6 1-4 to 73-4. 
lrance. Business is dull, but money plenty. Large 

subscriptions were made to assist the Greeks. The 
ladies bad taken it up warmly, and the amount raised 
would be a large one. 

Netherlands An edict has been issued by the king 
expelling the society of Ignorantins, or freres des ecoles 
Cvediennes, prohibiting those who may remain, from 
wearing the dress of their order, and teaching in the 
country. A French editor, mentioning this fact, 


- 


says, We have irrefragabJe proof, in the conduct of 


the Protestant government of England, and of the Pro- 
testant goverument of Belgium, that ‘Toleration in 
the mouth of Protestants is merely a word.” 

The Journal du Commerce states, that the duke 
d’Aumberg, in consequence of a dreadful conflict tbe- 
tween his game keepers and some poachers at Lourain, 
in the Nethcrlands, has had all his preserves laid 
open, considering it better that his game should be 
Just than that human life should be so unnecessarily 
and wantonly destroyed—a wise determination, and 
one that reflects much credit upon the humanity of 
the duke, whose example, if followed in England, 
even ina partial degree, might lessen the number of 
capital offences considerably. 

Spain is apparently full of parties of revolutionists, 
‘and some of them seem to be in much force. Fre- 
quent rencontres lake place between them and the 
king’s troops. There isevery prospect that Spain 


will again be involved in a civil war; and that Ferdi-} tions for peace. 


Rettedl.. Wako te! 


A grand conspiracy is said to have been just dis- 
covered. 

Portugal. The king, John VI, died at Lisbon on 
the 10th of March. He had an apoplectic fit on the 
5th, and another on the 10th. e was born 13th 
May, 1767, The capital remained tranquil, but troubles 


y | may be expected from the intrigues of the queen, who 


isa very worthless woman. The emperor of Brazil 
is heir to the throne; but a daughter of the late king, 
Isabella Maria, born July 4, 1801, acts as regent. A 
strong squadron of British vessels of war is lying in 
the Tagus. 

| Germany. In order to destroy, among the students 
of Tubingen, the recollection of the associations 
which have been prohibited, an ordinance of the king 
of Wirtemberg has forbidden hats, caps, ornaments 
of paper, &c. the colors of which recal the associa- 
tions which have been dissolved. All such articles 
are forfeited, and the student wearing them subject 
to twenty-four hours imprisonment. The university 
of Tubingen, in 1818, had six hundred and ninety- 
seven students. 

A band of brigands has been discovered at Pesth, 
in Hungary, the members of which belonged to the 
higher orders of society. The band was regularly 
organized with cashiers, book-keepers, &c. The va- 
lue of stolen property was estimated at 150,000 florins. 
The members were all losing gamblers. 

The king of Bavaria has abolished the order of 
Capuchin friars, and turned the convent into an uni- 
versity. Itis a celebrated convent at Munich, re- 
markable for its fine gallery of paintings. 

A German paper estimates the number of rob- 
bers in the empire at 16,000. 

Russia is apparently quiet—Nicholas seems to be 
as firmly seated on the throne as Alexander was. 

The following is the formula of the oath taken by 
the civil and military authorities of Russia. 

“J, the undersigned, promise and swear to Almighty 
God, upon his holy gospel, that I will be subject to all 
things, and I will faithfully serve his imperial majes- 
ty, my true and natural emperor, Nicholas Paulo- 
witsch, Autocrat of all the Russias, and successor to 
the throne of his majesty Alexander, without spar- 
ing my life to the last drop of my blood. I promise 
to preserve and defend, with all my power, the rights 
and privileges which belong, or may hereafter be- 
long to his majesty’s sovereignty and power; to do, 
upon all occasions what may be useful to the faith- 
ful service of his majesty and the empire; not only 
to discover what may be prejudicial to him, as soon 
as Ihave knowledge of it, but also tohinder it, and 
avert it from his majesty; to keep faithfully the se- 
crets that may be confided to me; to fulfil properly 
and conscientiously the functions with which I may 
be invested, according to the instructions, regulations, 
and general or particular orders established, or which 
may hereafter be communicated to me by my supe- 
riors; to do nothing contrary to my oath and duty, 
through personal or any other interest, through friend- 
ship or hatred, but to conduct myself and act as it be- 
comes a faithful subject of his majesty, and so as to 
be able to answer at all times before God and his tri- 
bunal; so help me God: and to complcte this oath, I 
kiss my Saviour’s word and Cross.” 

East Indies. The insurgents in Java are said to be 
40,000 strong. The Dutch garrisons were severely 
pressed. At Solo they were reduced to the necessity 
of eating their Lorses. They were also hemmed in 
at Samarang. Sourabaga was in possession of the 
Javanese. 

The Burmese army has been recruited and was es- 
timated at between 70 and 100,000 men. The king 
of Ava had indignantly rejected the British proposi- 
The troops of the latter were suffer- 





nand, if he reiains his throne, will retain it by means! ing dreadfully from sickness. Respecting the hospi- 


of French bayonets. 


tal at Arrica, 2 Bonga! paper says—Dr, Tyler stat- 
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ed that monstrous reptiles, engendered in the masses 
of filth which the soldiers had taken for food, were 
observed crawling from the mouths of the sick.” 

Greece. At the capture of Trippoliza, by Coloco- 
groni, the whole garrison was putto the sword. The 
frigate which bore the flag of the captain pacha was 
plown up off Missolonghi—he himseif had time to es- 
eape. The patriots were in great force in Negropont, 
with col. Fabvier at their head. itis reported that 
the pacha of Egypt has refused to send any more 
troops to the Morea; and thatthe Greeks will not 
accept of any proposition for peace not based upon 
the acknowledgment of their independence. 

The Greeks at Missolonghi have been excessively 
offended at capt. Abbott, of the British corvette Rose, 
for being the bearer of a proposition from the captain 
pacha for the surrender of that fortress. It was an 
extraordinary proceeding, indeed, on the part of the 
British officer. 

The foliowing letters from Greece are copied from 
the Boston Evening Gazette. 

‘Camp of St. Ann’s, near Lepanto, Jan. 17, 1826.— 
I take the first opportunity of writing you the account 
ef the late victory. On the 12th there was a smart 
skirmish, in which the Turks lost a number of their 
best men and officers, and fell back to the village. 
About 7 o’clock next morning the contest began with 
the outposts, which fell back into line. A large body 
of Mamelukes were charged by our cavairy, headed 
by col. Berton, and totally routed. Our riflemen in 
front, picked out the officers as they advanced to their 
post. Ourartillery was served by French and English 
yolunteers, who had orders not to fire till the Turks 
were within 200 yards. The enemy now endeavored 
to turn our left wing, but were received at the point 
of the bayonet by gen. La Fayette, our second in 
command. The batile now raged along the whole 
line with the most deadly fury. The village of St. 
John was three times taken and retaken, with great 
slaughter; their second in command fell in the last 
attack, when they gave up the contest, leaving 800 
dead on the spot, besides prisoners and wounded.— 
Gen. Gouras, at the head of the Corinthiao brigade, 
carried the village of St. Anne’s, and ordered a gene- 
ral attack, with the whole force, when the Turks 
were completely routed, and fled in every direction, 
leaving 3000 dead, 900 prisoners, 400 wounded, 2 ge- 
nerals killed, 14 officers wounded, 25 taken, with 9 
cannon, the pacha’s tent, 14 baggage and ammunition 
wagons,&c. Our loss was 800 killed and 700 wound- 
ed. A young man of the name of Herbert took two 
standards, for which he was made captain on the field; 
three other standards were also taken. The Turkish 
force was ten thousand men; ours was seven thou- 
sand. Make all the haste you can to join us.—I hope 
the next will inform you that the cross floats on the 
walls of Lepanto.” 

“Camp at Lepanto, Jan, 25, 1826.—Dear——, After 
the affair of the 12th, we had a fatiguing march in 
pursuit of the runaway Ibrahim Pacha, who was col- 
Jecting his troops at Lepanto and Patras, and talking 
very largely of putting us all to the sword, but we 
saved his highness the trouble, by a signal! defeat. 


a arrived under the walls of the 2bove tee meer 
20th, driving his picquets before ™S) . Farett 

morning blockaded the town. General’s La rv eae 
and Delacroux having surveyed the ground, We oe one 
our trenches, in spite of a heavy fire from the cane 
and castle. On the 22nd, we were joined by '°~” 
French and Italian volunteers from Leghorn, — 
sisting of lancers, hussars, &c. and a small batter ne 
train of eight 36 pounders and four mortars. On. 
same night, two German officers deserted to us, 
informed us of the Pacha’s intent of attacking u 
the morning with 15,000 horse and foot. Our fore 

’ 





s in 


‘loud shouts of Alla and Mahomet. Ourartiliery and 


musquetry opened on them with tremendous effect, 
and in fifteen minutes the whole line was furiously en- 
gaged; our cavalry charged the enemy in grand style, 
cutting numbers of them into pieces. The battle had 
now raged 7 hours with the greatest obstinacy, when 
the fine convent of St. Mary’s was blown up and 700 
Turks with it, their line was now broken and routed, 
they flying in every direction to the town, pursued by 
our cavalry to the gates; a part entered pell mell with 
them, but not being supported, cut their way out, 
only losing six men in that daring exploit. A party 
of our cavalry had nearly taken the Pacha prisoner, 
who was carried off the field wounded by a carbine 
ball in the breast. The enemy lost 4000 killed, 800 
wounded, 2000 prisoners, 8 standards, 10 cannon, 
6 ammunition waggons. Our loss was 2000 killed 
400 wounded. Gen. Gouras was slightly wounded 
in the head bya musket ball. The Turks, had or- 
ders to give no quarter. They lost, 125 officers. I 
forgot to inform vou in my last, that the Pacha, (lora- 
him’s), tent and seraglio of ladies were taken. 
B. Berton.” 

Lower Canada The difficulties between the exe- 
cutive and legislative departments of the government 
of Lower Canada, have rather increased than,other- 
wise, of late. The earl of Dalhousie, governor-ge- 
neral, has prorogued the legislature, and in bis speech 
declares he cannot accept the supplies voted for the 
support of the civillist, upon the terms mentioned in 
the bill making the appropriation. 

Cuba. Two young men, natives of Principe, in the 
island of Cuba, who had just arrived fromthe re, 
public of Colombia, were condemed to death and 
hung at Principe on the 16th ult. for attemplin, to 
revolutionize the country. 

Brazil. The “legitimacy” of Don Pedro is un- 
doubted. Negro soldiers impress and chain his white 


| subjects, that they may be sent to fight the battles of 


“his majesty.” Is not this the ‘horrible Freneh evn, 
scription,” about which we heard so much from the 
east, during the war? 

Falkland Islands. It is stated in a way that appears 
worthy of credit, that the wreck of a line of battle 
ship, thought to have been French, and of a frigate, 
Russian or Spanish, and of another large vessel, have 
recently been discovered on the island of Bauchain. 
These islands are uninhabited, but have mapy wild 
horses, hogs and fowls. ; 

Philippine Islands.—This group of Asiatie islands 
belongs to Spain. ‘Their population is as follows: - 





Natives, 2,396,006 
Mixed races, 118,000 
Chinese, 7,000 
Whites, 4,000 

2,525,000 


Van Deiman’s land. The settlement on this distant 
island is very prosperous. ‘Che revenue for 1824 was 
22,5871. chiefly arising from import duties. The 
whale fishery is prosecuted with success. The crew 
of one small vessel killed sixteen in an expedition up 
the river Derwent. 





Deferred Documents. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—MARCH 3. 

Mr. Stewart, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, to which the subject had been referred, made 
the following report: 

The committee on roads and canals, to whom was 
referred a resolution instructing them ‘to inquire 
into the expediency of extending the Cumberland 
or national road, from its eastern termination, to 
the city of Washington,” have had the subject un- 
der consideration, and beg Ieaye to submit the fut- 








was only 9,000. At day break, the Turks advance’ 
covered by a heavy fire from the fortifications, wo’ 


| Jowing report: 
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In conformity with the 7th section of the act of con- 
gress, passed 1802, entitled, ‘‘anact to enable the peo- 
ple of the eastern division of the territory northwest 
of the Ohio river, to form a constitution and state 
government,” the president of the United States was 
authorized, by the act of 1806, to appoint commis- 
sioners to lay out a road from a point on the northern 
bank of the Potomac river, within the limits therein 
designated, to the Ohio river. The provisions of this 

w°were promptly carried into execution by the 
then president Jefferson. The road thus commenced, 
has advanced, sanctioned by every administration, 
and almost every congress since, to a point where no 
doubt is left of its certain completion, to its western 

‘ termination at the Mississippi river. The beneficial 
objects and purposes of this great national:work, as 
it regards the preservation of the union; the promo- 
tion of commercial and social intercourse; the trans- 
portation of the great western mail, and the military 
operations of the government, are so important, so 
vious, and have been so repeatedly presented to 
the consideration of the congress of the United States, 
in all their variqus aspects, as to render their reca- 
pitulation unnecessary. If these objects are really 
national and important, to leave the road at its pre- 
sent eastern termination, without extending it to the 
tide water, would leave the objects unattained. So 
far as internal commerce between the eastern and 
western navigable waters is concerned, the interven- 
ing space of unfinished road presents formidable ob- 
Staclés. In the transportation of the great western 
mail from the seat of government, which is the great 
fountain of intelligence, upon all subjects of deep in- 
terest to the people, and upon which they have qa right 
to the earliest information, great facilities, both 
as to time, distance, and economy will be materially 
curtailed. If in the military operations of the go- 
vernment, in time of danger, celerity and certainty 


of communication and supply, be considered essen- | 


tial, the completion of the road to Washington is of 
rimary importance. It has been represented to the 
committee, that a distance of 15 miles may be saved, 
by locating the road upon a more direct route. This 
road has, hitherto, as appears by the history of our 
Jegislation, at all times, and under all circumstances, 
been considered, emphatically, national in its char- 
acter and object; to preserve its national character, 
and to effect its original design, it ought to be com- 
pleted to the seat of the national government, by 
e best and nearest possible route; for which pur- 
poset e government should afford every aid andevery 
acility in its power. The eccnomy of time and ex- 
pense, to numberless individuals, for an indefinite pe- 
riod of time in prospective, necessarily drawn to the 
seat of government upon business connected with 
Official duties, of high interest to the nation, the im- 
“onogpet Saving of cost in the transportation of per- 
aps the heaviest and mé@st costly mail in the union, 


~iteetinea. 


Resolved, that the committee be discharged fro 

the further consideration of the subject. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania, from the committee 
on roads and canals, made the following report. 
The committee of roads and canals, to whom was re- 

ferred aresolution of the house, instructing them 

to inquire into the expediency of adopting ‘‘a sys- 
tem for the permanent preservation and repair of 
the Cumberland road, respectfully report— 

That they have given the subject a careful and de- 
liberate consideration, and are satisfied from the past 
history of this road, and the course of legislation 
respecting it, that annual appropriations for its pre- 
servation and repair, are too precarious and uncertain 
a reliance. Set 

A considerable portion of this road, it appears, 
was constructed more than ten years ago. During 
that whole period, however, there has been made but 
one small appropriation of $25,000, less than $200 per 
mile, for its preservation and repsir, a sum barely 
sufficient to remove at one time, the abstructions, 
open the water channels, and make some slight re- 
pairs where they were most required. At present 
this road, owing to the great and increasing travel 
upon it, its total neglect, and exposure to the destruc- 
tive operation of the elements, is in a state of rapid 
dilapidation, and ualess some remedy be soon appli- 
ed, total destruction must be the speedy and inevita- 
ble result; by which the government will nof only 
iose this magnificent national work, with all its nu- 
merous and important advantages, but also the im- 
mense sums of money expended in its construction. 

As the best means of preserving the road, the 
committee have reported a bill similar in principle, 
and in most of its provisions, to a bill reported and 
passed, during the first session of the seventeenth 
| congress, by a vote of 87 to 68 in this house, and 29 
to 7 in the senate, but rejected by the president on 
constitutional grounds. The object of this bill is to 
erect turnpikes and gates, and to collect tolls sufficient 
to keep the read in repair. Italso provides for the 
appropriation of a sum of money, as recommended 
by general Macomb, the chief engineer, to put the 
road in a state of complete and perfect repair prior 
to the erection of the gates, and before tolls for that 
purpose can, or ought to be collected. The bill also 
provides for the erection of a bridge at Brownsville, 
and for the punishment of those who are guilty of 
wilfully and deliberately destroying the road, and the 
walis and the bridges thereon erected, an offence 
which the committee regret to learn is of too fre~ 
quent and common occurrence, and for which there 
at present exists no punishment or remedy what- 
ever. 

In the opinion of the committee, neither the policy 
nor the power of the government to adopt this mea- 











from the city of Washington to the populous, com- 
mercial, extended, and extending regions of the west, 
which must necessarily pass over this road, furnish, 


in themselves, motives of suflicient importance to} 
recommend the subject to the deliberate aticntion of | 


the government. 


Inasmuch, however, as the act of the 30th April, 
1824, has given power to the president of the Unit 
ed States ‘‘to cause the necessary surveys, plans, 


and estimates, to be made, of the routes of such roads | 


and canais as he may deem of national importance, 
in a commercial or military point of view, or neces- 
sary for the transportation of the public mail,’ the 
committee, therefore, conceive that it would be im- 
proper and inexpedient to interferé with, or in any 
tnanner control, the executive in the discharge of 


this duty. They, therefore, submit the following re- 
solution. 


sure,can admitof any reasonable doubt. The pow- 
er to construct the road, which has been asserted and 
exercised, carries with it as a necessary incident the 
right to preserve it; without this right, the power ta 
construct roads would be nugatory and ineffectual, 
and would only betray the government into an idle 
and wasteful expenditure of the public money. The 
right to create and the right to preserve miust stand or 
failtogether. The committee, however, in recom- 





mending the passage of this bill, do not rely alone on 
this clear and plain proposition, that the right of 
creation and preservution are necessarily and insepa- 
rably connected; but, in this case, it appears, that 
the jegisiatures of the states of Maryland, Virginia, 
and Pennsylvania, through which the Cumberland 
road passes, have severally passed laws, expressly 
granting to the general government, all the powers, 
rights, and privileges, necessary for the construction 
and preservation of this road. These laws, howev- 
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vey the power to the general government, to pass this | two thousand dollars, of the proceeds of our public 


pill; but they are referred to as silencing all objection | lands had been deposited in that bank for safe keep- 


on the part of those states, if an objection could be 


ibg, and was missing from the treasury. It was un- 


supposed to exist with, those to whom the proposed | derstood, by such information as he possessed upon 
measure brings nothing but benefits and blessings in | this subject, that an agent, unknown to our laws, had 


jts train. That the expenditure of the national funds 
within those states, for their benefit and improvement, 
increasing their wealth and power, at the expense of 
the general government, amounts to a violation of state 
rights, and a usurpation of power on the part of the fe- 
deral government, is a doctrine wholly unintelligible 
to the committee. 

For the details and estimates connected with the 
bill, the committee would respectfully refer to the let- 
ters of major general Macomb, chief engineer, and to 
the letter of C. W. Weaver, esq. superintendent of 
construction, and John M’Clure, esq. superintendent 
of repairsof the Cumberland road, and for a variety 
of facts and interesting information on this subject, 


been employed by the United States to secure or col- 
lect this sum; and that, so far as he could learn, this 
amount also was either lost to the United States, or 
in danger of being lost. He wished light upon this 
matter also. 

He said, a more general reason had also induced 
him to introduce this subject to the attention of the 
senate. It was, he said, a lamentable fact, that with- 
in the last seven years, the people of the United 
States had been defrauded of nearly half a million of 
dollars, within the limit of Missouri alone, by the in- 
fidelity of public officers, agents, and trustees. In 
stating this fact, he said, he was casting no reflection 
upon the integrity of the population, or state authori- 


they would also refer to communications from David | ties, of Missouri—for all these cases of infidelity had 


Shriver, jr. esq. late superintendent of the Cumber- 
Jand road, and John Dayis, esq. superintendent of a 
portion of the road in Maryland, all which are an- 
nexed to this report. 
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Nineteenth Congress—4st session. 
SENATE. 

April 20. The following resolution offered by Mr. 
Barton was taken up. 
\ Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause the senate to be informed, at the commencement of the 
next session of congress, what security was offered by, and what 
was taken of, the late surveyor geveral of Ilinois, Missouri, and 
Arkansas, upon his last appointment to that offiee; and jor what 
sum, if for any, he isa defaulter. ; 

Also, what security was taken of the late receiver of the pub- 
lic monies in the western district of Missouri; and for what sum, 
if for any, he isa defaulter. ; 

Aiso, what sum is due to the United States by each of the late 
cérectors of the bank of Missouri, by transfer of their debts, or 
otherwise; what measures have been adopted .for the recovery of 
those susus, and agaiust which of the digectors such measures have 


been entorecd. 

Mr. Barton said it was not his intention, in intro- 
ducing these resolutions, to bring persons before the 
senate, but to call their attention to facts and cases, 
upon which he respectfully solicited light in an au- 
thentic form. 

His reason, he said, for calling for the informa- 
tion to be given at the next session of congress, was, 
that the information upon some of the subjects em- 
braced in the resolutions, might not be conveniently 
collected and given at the present session. 

Upon the first resolution, he understood, by verbal 
information, that a sum of between forty and fifty 
thousand dollars was either lost, or in imminent dan- 





occurred on part of the officers, agents, and trus- 
tees of the federa) government, employed or trusted, 
within the limits of that state, 

He said it was a notorious fact that federal officers 
and agents were so much better paid than those em- 
ployed by the state, that all were seeking federal em- 
ployment, in preference to the service of the state. 
An Indian agent or sub-agent, had a better salary than 
the highest officers of the state government; the con- 
sequence was, he said, that a kind of esprit du corps 
sprang up among the officers and agents of the gene-~ 
ral government, which was rapidly tending to a dis- 
tinction as little to be desired as that of patrician and 
plebtan. Under such circumstances, federal) officers 
would naturally unite in a phalanx, and form a kind 
of fraternity, generally disposed to aid and counte- 
nance each other in a set of interests contra-distin- 
guished from those of the state. The numerous de- 
(faults of these federal oMicers had a most unfavora- 
|ble effect upon the attachment and respect of the 
state towards the government of the union—and the 
growing distinctions to which he had alluded, were 
tending to a state of things to be deprecated by the 
best lovers and ablest advoeates of the rights of 
Stateg. 

Mr. B. said he believed it would be found that the 
people of the United States ‘had lost more money, 
within a given year, in the state of Missouri alone, 
by the infidelity of persons employed by the federat 
government, than would defray the expenses of the 
whole diplomatic establishment of this nunion—the 
mission to Panama inclusive. Fle therefore hoped 
the senate would adopt the resolutions he had sub- 
mitted, and give him the light that he asked: and 





ger of being lost, to the United States; and that, from 
some cause or other, the sureties of the officer al- 
Juded to, would be ultimately found not to be respon- 
sible for the amount of the supposed default. 

With respect to the second resolution, in relation 
io the western district in Missouri, it was under- 


stood, in the same inauthentic manner, thata sum of 


near ten. thousand dollars had been taken away by 
the jate receiver of that district, probably to be ex- 
pended on the rich cotton lands of the south; and 
that, from some cause, no responsible sureties had 
heen given by that officer, for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duties. It was understood, however, 
that the usual orders and instructions had been given, 
in this case, by the proper department that superin- 
tends these public interests. He said that, if it should 
be found that the fault lay in the law, or in the want 
of a Jaw, in any of these cases, he should be ready, 
as one member of this body, to apply the necessary 
remedy to the existing evil. 

in relation to the third resojution, respecting the 
‘public deposites in the bank of Missouri, he said it 


‘thatif avy defect in the existing Jaws had caused the 
| great abuses of public trust of which he had spoken, 
i he should be happy in giving his aid in the restora- 

tion of a sounder state of things among those public 
agents employee so far from the seat of responsibility 
as the river Missouri. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

March 21. Mr. Clayton, from the committee on 
Claims, reported a bill authorizing the payment of 
interest due to the city of Baltimore, on money ad. 
vanced during the late war. 
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Several bills were ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to authorize a subscription for stock, on 
the part of the United States, in the Louisville and 
Portland canal company, was next taken up. 

Messrs. Johnson, of Ky. Rowan, and Benton, spoke 
in favor of the bill, and Messrs. Chandler and Waco) 
against it; when, 

After some observations from Messrs. Lloyd, Wood 
bury, Holmes, and Van Buren, it was passed to a third 
reading. Ayes 22, Noes 15. 

The following statement was submitted in the course 





agamed that about the sum of one hundsed and fifty 


of the discussion: 
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The charter is perpetual, and guatantees twelve 
and a half per cent. dividend. 

The'whole work has been put under contract, and 
taken by two companies from New York, in whom 
are united practical experience and efficient means. 
The contract stipulates the canal shall be completed 
on or before November, 1827, and it was commenc- 
ed Jast month, with adequate force. No obstacle or 
difficulty bas presented itself either actually or im- 
aginary, in the undertaking. The successful accom- 
plishment of the work is certain. 

The canal is constructed to pass the largest steam 
boats, having fifty feet in a clear between the gates. 
Width of canal at top, 190 feet, will have four feet 
water at the lowest stages of the river. It is less 
than two miles in extent. The fall of the river is 
twenty-seven feet, which will be overcome by three 
combined lift locks. The land on which the canal is 
located has been purchased and paid for. With the 
aid this bill is calculated to give, the certainty of the 
completion of the work is beyond a doubt. | 

The annual loss sustained by the commerce of the 
west, occasioned by the obstruction to navigation, 

- presented by the falls of the Ohio, at Louisville, and 
which obstruction this canal will completely remove, 
is calculated by men of undoubted experience, te be 
upwards of half a million of doilars annually. 

Twelve states are materially interested —Louisi- 
apa, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, Missouri, IIli- 
nois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Virginia, Pennsylva- 
nia, New York, and territory of Arkansas. 

The greater part of the first instalment, called for 
on the 15th March last, has been paidin. The second 
instalment is called on the 20th June, of ten per cent. 
Stock 6000 shares, of $100 each, $600,000. 
. [Tho bili authorizes the purchase of 1000 shares of 
stock, provided they can be procured for a sum not 
exceeding 100,000 doliars. } 


After passing some private bills toa third reading, 
the senate weut into the consideration of executive 
busivess. (Said to be the Creek treaty—which was 
Fatitied, 30 to 8.] 


April 22. On motion of Mr. Cobb the injunction of 
secrecy was removed from the confidential proceed- 
ings of the senate, on the Creek treaty, so far as to 
permit any senator to take extracts therefrom. 

Severz! bills were passed to their second or third 
reacings—to be noticed when passed. 

The engrossed bijl to authorize a subscription for 
stock, on the partof the United States, on the Louis- 
ville and Portland Canal company, was read a third 
time, and passed, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

' YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Bouligny, Chambers, Chase, 
Fdwards, Findiay, Harrison, Hendricks, Holmes, Kane, King, 
Marks, Mills, Noblg, Reed, Robbins, Rowau, Ruggles, ‘Lbumas. 
—2U) 

NAYS—Messes. Bell, Brauch, Chandler, Clayton, Cobb, Dick- 


evsun, Hayne, Knight, Macon, Sanierd, Tazewell, Van Buren, 
White, Wiley, Wuodbury—15. 


Mr. Berrien subDmitted a resolution, to instruct the 
committee on Indian affairs to report a bill to make 
provision for the further relief of the son and other 
followers of the late chieftain William M’Intosh, and 
to provide for their emigration west of the Missis- 
sippi. 

|The resolution went much into detail, directing 
what items should be embraced by the bill—how 
much money, bow much of all the articles requisite 
for the emigrating party, how it sheuld be ascertain- 
ed who of them were willing to emigrate, &c.1 

A discussion of considerable length followed—chief- 
ly between Mr. Branch and Mr. King and Mr. Ber- 
rien. We cannotgive the stekch of it. It was finally 
passed in the following form: 

Aeselved, ‘Vhat the committee on Indian affairs be instructed tu 
inquive into the crxpechency of reporung a bill authorizing the 
presilent of the Urated States to make such further provision as 
may be deemed equisable, for the friends and fuilowers of the late 


gen. William Mcintosh, an tidian chieftain of the Creek tribe; 
. «te : . . . —Oenntan? . 
turd niso tu faciittute tele emigration west of the Mississipp). 





— 


The discussion of Mr. Branch’s resolution relative 
to the power of the executive in the appontment of 
ministers, occupied the remainder of the day. The 
ye ng were Messrs. Bell, Branch, Van Buren, Mills, 

errien, and Chambers; the latter replied at length to 
Mr. Tazewell. 


April 24. Much debate took place on the claim 
of Amasa Stetson— 

The claimant was a commissary during the late war, 
and the discussion turned on a motion made by Mr. 
Lloyd to recommit the bill to the committee of claims, 
with instructions to report such amendments as 
would cover certain items of claim which had been 
rejected by the committee. 

The question was then taken separately on the se< 
veral items, which were all rejected except that 
which allowed two and a half per cent. commission 
on army supplies furnished by him. The claim for 
compensation for the loss sustained by the petitioner 
in consequence of the depreciation of treasury notes, 
which hé received from government, was decided in 
the negative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Chambers, Chandler. Chase, Eaton, . 


Horrison, Holmes, Johnston, of Louisiana, Knight, Lloyd, Milla, 
Robbins, Sanford, Seymour, Thomas, White, Woodbury—17. 

NAYS--Messrs. Bell, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, Clayton. Cobh, 
Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harper, ayne, Hendricks, Johnson, 
of Kentucky, Kane, King, Macon, Marks, Noble, Reed, Rowan, 
Ruggies, Smith, Tazewell, Van Buren, Willey, Williams.—26. 

The bill was was recommitted. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of John Matthews, 
and the engrossed bill to repeal the second section of 
the act to regulate the mode of practice in the courts 
of the United States, for the district of Louisiana, 
were severally read a third time, passed and sent to 
the other house for concurrence. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Branch’s motion on the appointment of public minis- 
ters. 

Mr. Mills spoke two hoursin reply to Mr. Tazewell. 


Mr. Macon supported the resolution, and then the 
senate adjourned. 


‘Ipril 25. Twelve or fourteen bills were ordered 
to a third reading. 

Mr. Branch’s resolution was further discussed. Mr. 
Tazewell, spoke two hours in support of it, and in re- 
ply to the gentleman who had opposed it. Mr. Van 
Buren said that he had wished to express his views 
of the subject, but as the senate seemed desirous to 
terminate the debate, be believed he should waive 
his intention. The senate then adjourned. 

April 26. Two private bills being disposed of, for 
the present— 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill to allow the paymient of interest to the state 
of Delaware, on money borrowed by that state dur- 
ing the late war, for the public service. After some 
remarks by Mr. Clayton, to shew the equity of the 
allowance, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

The bill to provide for the establishment of an uni- 
form militia system, was discussed, and postponed 
for further consideration. 

Several bills were ordered toa third reading, and 
some passed—as will appear hereafter. 

The further discussion of Mr. Branch’s resolutions 
took up the rest of the day. Mr. Tazewell made a 
few explanatory remarks, and Messrs. Johnson, of 
Ky. Reed, and Branch, spoke at length. concerning 
them. An adjournment prevailed, 21 to 20. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

{It was incorrectly stated in the last ReeisTerR, 
page 151, that Mr. McLane’s amendment, as originally 
proposed by him, was adopted. That gentleman, and 
also Mr. Rives, had accepted Mr. Buchanan’s modifi- 
cation—and we believe that a correct copy of the re- 





solution, as it stood when voted for, is inserted in the 
first page of the present nymber.]} 
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Thursday, Aprit 20. Mr. Martindale, of New York, 
rom the committee on claims reported a bill from 


e senate, entitled “An act for the relief of Francis| B 


arche,” with a report unfavorable to the passage 

hereof; the bill and report were laid on the table, 

snd the report was ordered to be printed. 

The following is a copy of the report, and, as it 

ontains a doctrine highly important to a large por- 
tion of the people of this country, we subjoin it to 
our aceount of the proceedings; 

The committee on claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Francis Larche, with a bill from the 
senate for his relief—report: 

That this is a claim of the value of a slave, belong- 
jng to the petitioner, impressed into the service of the 
United States, by. gen. Jackson, in the defence of 
New Orleans, and alleged to have been killed by a 
cannon shot while in that service. Without stopping 
to deny or admit any of the facts by which the peti- 
tioner supports his claim, the committee recommend 
its rejection upon pore. 

The emergency justified the impressment of every 
moral agent, capable of contributing to the defence 
of the place; to call upon the master to defend him- 
self and slave, as well as the slave to defend his 
master. It would be the height of injustice to call 
upon the free citizens of states, many hundred miles 
distant from the point assailed, to pour out their 
blood and sacrifice their lives for its defence; and 
atthe same time, exonerate from that service its own 
physical and moral force. Men were wanted, and, 
in that capacity, the slave was put in requisition. 
The master too might have been called upon, and his 
sons and his hired servants, as they were in other 
parts of the country; and where sons, and fathers, 
and husbands, fought and died, without having their 
lives valued or compensated in money. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the treasury, containing 
the papers called for by the house on the 4th inst. 
showing the right of certain persons to the cargoes 
of the slave ships Constitution, Louisa, and Mariana, 
and also of the amount paid to said claimants, and 
the authority for the payments; which was referred 
to the committee on the slave trade. 

Among the documents is the following statement: 

Amount of the several sums of money paid to the 
claimants of the cargo of the schooner Louisa, the 
dates of payment, and the authority under which 

they have been made, under the act of the 3d of 
March, 1823. 
March 8, 1825—Joseph Noriega, for part of cargo of 

schooner Louisa, $1,332 00 
Francisco Bonal, for do. and for 4 negroes, 8,649 37 
Henry Michelet, for 3 of the amount allow- 

ed for 19 negroes, 3,087 50 
December 24,—Ignatio Balderas do. do. 3,087 50 





16,156 37 

All of which sums were allowed under the autho- 
rity of the [late] secretary of the treasury. 

Treasury department, register’s office, April 17, 1826. 

Josern Nourse, Register. 

The Panama question, as already noticed, then 
came up, in committec of the whole. During the 
course of the discussion, Messrs. Barbour, Markley, 
Mallary, Powell, McLane, Sprague, Buehanan, Camp- 
bell, Bartlett, Cook, Everett, Cambreleng, Floyd, Whip- 
ple, Forsyth, McDuffie, Mitchell, of Ten. Mangum, 
Webster, Bassett, Estill, Ward, Brown, Stewart, Tucker, 
(S. C.) Alexander, Allen, Dwight, Thompson, of Pa. 
Herrick, Archer, Livingston and Dorsey, addressed the 
chair. Amendments to Mr. McLane’s proposition, 
Were offered by Messrs. Whipple, ang Forsyth, and 
Estiti—but none of them prevailed. When the ques- 
tion was taken on Mr. McLane’s amendment, (as 
modified), by yeas and nays, there appeared— 


¥ e ° mal 
_Yeas— Messrs. Addams, of Pa. Alexander,of Vas Alexander, of 
Teun. Allen, of Tenn. Alston, Anderson, Angel. Armstrong, 
Asbiey, Bartlett, Barbour, of Va. Bassett, Baylies, Biair, Boone, 

radley, Bryan, Buchanan, Cambreieng, Campbell, Carson, Cary, 
Cassedy, Claiborne, Cocke, Conner, Crump, Davenport, Deitz, 
Ed of N. C, Findlay, of Penn. Findlay, of Obio, Floyd, For- 
syth, Garrison, Gist, Govan, Hamilton, Harris, Harvey, Haynes, 
Hemphill, Henry, Himes, Hoffiaan, Holcombe, Holmes, Houston, 
In » Isacks, ores of Indiana, Johnson, ef N. ¥. James 
Johnson, Ke . Kerr, Kremer, Lecompte, Lincoln, Long, Mane 
gum, Marable, Martin, McCoy, McDuffie, McKcan, McKee, Moore, 
of Ky. McLane, of Del. McNeill, Juhn Mitchell, Mitchell, of Tenn. 
Moore, of Alab. Orr, Owen, Peter, Plumer, Poik, Rives, Saunders, 
Sawyer, Scott, Sill, Smith, Stevenson, of Pa. Stewart, Taylor, of Va. 
Thompson, of Georgia, ‘Thompson of Ohio, Trezvant, Tucker, of 
S.C. Vari Horne, Verplanck, Ward, Weems, Wickliffe, Henry 
Wilson, Wilson, of S.C. Wilson, ot Ohio, Young—99. ; 

Nays— Messrs. Adams, of N. Y. Allen, of Mass. Archer, Bailey, 
Badger, Baldwin, renters Barber, of Conn. Barney cher, 
Breat, Brown, Buckner, Buritigh, Burges, Clarke, Condict, Cou 
Crowniushield. Dorsey, Drayton, Dwight, Eastman, Edwards, 
Pa. Estill, Everett, Fosdick, Garnsey, Gurley. Hasbrouck, Hay- 
den, Healy, Herrick, Hugunin, Humphrey, Ingersoll, Johnson, of 
Va. Francis Johnson, Kidder, Lathrop, Lawrenc:, Letcher, Little, 
Livingston, Locke, Maliary, Markel, Markley, Martindaie, Viat- 
vin.,ot N. ¥. Mattocks, McLean, of Ohio, Mercer Merwin, of Cons 
Metcalfe, Milier, of N. Y. Miner, Jas.S. Mitchell, N-wron, O’Brien, 
Pearce, Porter, Powell, Reed, Rose, Russ, Sa Sloane, Sprague 
Storrs, Strong, Swan, Valiaferro, Tattnall, ‘Test, Thowpson, of 
Pen. Tomlinson, Trimbie, Tacker, of Ns. ¥Y Van Rensselaer, 
Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Wales, Webster, Whipple, White, Whit- 
temore, Whittlesey, Williams, James Wilson, Wood, of New York, 
Wright, Wurts—95. 

The committee then rose, and the house soon after 


adjourned. 


Friday, April 21. Mr. Brent of Louisiana, stated, 
that the committee of claims had made a report in 
the case of Francis Larche, which was laid upon the 
table on yesterday, and which he moved to have re- 
ferred to acommittee of the whole house, as it in- 
volved a very important principle, and one very dan- 
gerous to the slave holding states, and which ought to 
be met and resisted, and would be when properly un 
derstood. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Notices that certain bills would be called up for 
consideration, were given by several gentlemen. 

The Panama question was further considered. The 
motion pending yesterday was to lay the whole sub- 
jectonthe table. This was decided by yeas and nays 
For laying the resolution of the committee of foreign 
relations, with the amendment of Mr. McLane on the 
table, 3l1—against it 157. 

Messrs. Forsyth, Clarke, Buchanan, Webster, Miner, 
Potk, Thompson, of Geo. Stevenson, of Pa. Claiborne, 
Wood, Marvin an@ Floyd, explained their reasons for 
the vote which they were about to give, or discussed 
the subject pretty generally. 

The question was now taken on the resolution, as 
amended, and decided in the negative, by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Addams, of Pa. Anderson, Armstrong, Bartlett, 
Bassett, Baylies, Boone, Bradley, Buchanan, Catmbreleng, Cusse- 
dy, Ciaitorne, Conner, Findlay, Pa. Findlay, of Ohio, Garrison, 
Harris, Hemphill, Henry, Holeombe, Ingham, Jennings, of Lodi- 
ana, Johnson, of N. ¥Y. James Johnson, Kellogg, Kerr, Kremer, 
Lawrence, Liueoln, Martin, McKean, McKee, McLane, of Dela- 
ware, Jolin Mitebell, Moore, of Kentucky, Orr, Piumer, Scott, 
Sill, Stevenson, of Pa, Stewart, Taylor, of Va. Thompson, of 
Ohio, Van Horne. Verplanck, Ward, Weems, Whittlesey, Wick- 
litle, Williams, Henry Wilson, Wilson, of Ohio, Worthington, 
Young—54. 

Nays—Adams, of N. Y. Alexander, of Va. Alexander, of Ten. 
Alien, of Mass. Allen, of ‘Ten. Alston, Angel, Archer, Ashley, 
Bailey, Badger, Baldwin, Bartley, Barber, of Con. Barbour, of Va. 
¢ Beecher, Blair, Brent, Brown, Bryan, Buckner, Burleigh, Bure 
ges, Campbell, Carson, Carter, Cary, Clarke, Cocke, Concfct, 
Cook, Crowninshield, Crump, Cuthbert, Davenport, Deitz, Dor- 
sty, Drayton, Dwight, Eastinan, Edwards, of Pa Edwards, of 
N. C, Estill, Everett, Floyd, Forsyth, Fosdick, Garns y, Garnett, 
Gist, Govan, Gurley, Hamilton, Harvey, Hasbrouck, Hayden, 
Haynes, Healey, Herrick, Hines, Hotfwan, Holmes, Houston, 
Hugunin, Humphrey, Ingersoll, Isacks, Johuson, of Virginia, 
Francis Jolson, Kidder, Lathrop, Lecompty, Leteher, Lite, 





Livingston, Locke, Long, Mallary, Mangum, Marable, Markell, 
Markley, Martindale, Marvin, of N. Y. Mattocks, McCoy, MeDutl- 
i fie, MeLean of Ohio. McNeil, Mercer, Merriwether, Merwin, Con. 

Metcalfe, Miller, of N. Y. Miner, James S. Mitchell, Mitchell, ‘I'en. 
Muore,of Alabama, Newton, O'Brien. Owen, Pearce, Peter, Polk, 
Porter, Powell, Reed. Rives, Ruse, Koss, Sands, Saunders, Sawyer, 
Sloane, Smith, Sprague, Sterrs, Strong, Swan, ‘Paliaterro, Tate 
nall, Test, Thomson, Pa. Thompson, Geo. Vomlinson, Mrezvait, 
Trimble, Tucker, N. J. Lucker, S. C. Vau Reusyelaer, Vaace, 
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Vernum, Vinton, Wales, Webster, Whipple, White, Whittemore, 
James Wilson, Wilson, S- C. Wood, N. ¥. Wright, Wurts—143.* 

Mr. McLane of Del. then moved that the house go 
into committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
to take up the appropriation bill reported by the com- 
mittee of ways and means, providing for the expense 
of the mission to Panama. 

The motion prevailed—the house went into com- 
mittee—the bill [simply making an appropriation] 

was read, and much conversation took place about 
filling up the blanks between Messrs. Forsyth, McLane, 
Ingham, Saunders, Cook, Buchanan, and Bartlett. 

The practice of the government in allowing outfits 
to resident ministers, and half-outfits on a transfer 
from one mission to another, and on allowing it on 
expenses of temporary missions, was stated, and pre- 
‘cedents were quoted. 

Mr. Saunders moved to reduce the appropriation 
proposed in the case of Mr. Anderson, now a resi- 
dent minister at Bogota, from $9000 to $4,500. 

After many explanations, and a full investigation 
of the facts of the case, of the probable expenses of 
the journey, and return from Bogota to Panama, the 
expenses of a residence at the latter place, &c. the 
motion, of Mr. Saunders was negatived. 

Some verbal alterations were made in the bill. 


Mr. McDuffie moved to strike out the enacting clause and | 


supported his motion in a speech of great length. 
Mr. Webster replied to him. The former rejoined, 
and Mr. Forsyth supported him, and especially oppos- 
ed the discussion of any subject relative to Hayti. 
Mr. Livingston replied, and said that one object of the 
mission was thatan acknowledgment of the indepen- 
dence of Hayti might be prevented. 

Mr. Storrs, of New York, quoted a recorded opin- 


ion of the late Mr. Lowndes, of South Carolina, on the |: 


impropriety of instructions being given by the house 
of representatives, in relation to the formation of a 





*In reference to these votes, the “National Jour- 
nal” of Saturday, the 22nd, says—We may, at length, 
congratulate our readers on the termination of the 
discussion on the mission to Panama. It willbe seen 
by reference to the vote on Thursday, that many of 
those members who hold the highest opinions of the 
purity and ability of the present administration, vot- 
ed for the amendment of Mr. .W’Lane, because they 
regarded it as in no degree in hostility with the yiews 
of the president, but rather in accordance with the 
sentiments contained in his message. Owing to the 
prevalence of this opinion, the vote in favor of the 
amendment of Mr. W’Lane was greater than it would 
otherwise have been. Yesterday, however, the more 
zealous friends of the mission, considering the amend- 
ment of Mr. W’Lane as an innovation on the consti- 
tutional rights of the executive, united to reject the 
resolution and amendment; and the consequence was 
that the resolution, as amended, was negatived by a 
great majority. 

The “United States’ Telegraph” of Friday the 21st 
in the first column and first article under the head, 
speaking of the vote on Thursday, says, ‘‘the secreta- 
ry of state, the great captain of intrigue, was on the 
spot, marshalling his forces in person, and yet found 
himself ina minority of four votes. This vote, like 
ine vote on the proposed amendment, astonished him. 
It was unexpected. It was well known that all the 
force of executive influence, ali the tactand manage- 
ment of the skilful leaders were brought into requisi- 
tion to defeat Mr. McLane’s resolution, &c. And in the 
first article of the last column of the same paper, in a 
‘‘nostscript,”’ after quoting Mr. McLane’s resolution, 
says—This resolution was this day rejected bya 
majority of 143 to 54: the leaders of the adminis- 
tration party, voting against it upon the ground that 
it wouid impose unconstitutional restrictaons upon 
the president.”’ 


.. en 


treaty. Mr. Houston, of Tennessee, now moved ,,, 
adjournment. The motion was negatived. 

The question was then taking on striking out th. 
enacting words of the bill, and decided in the negs. 
tive, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Va, Alexander, Ten, Allen, Ten, 
Aiston, Angel, Archer, Barbour, Va. Bassett, Blair, Bryan, Cainp- 
bell, Carson, Carter, Cary, Cisiberne, Cocke, Couner, Crump 
Daven , Deitz, Drayton, Edwards, of N. Carolina, Floyd, 
Forsyth, Gist, Goven, Hamiitoa, Harvey, Haynes, ilines, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Houston, Ingham, Isacks Kremer, Lecompte, Long, 
Mangum, Marable, McCoy, McDuffic, MeKean, McKee, MeN;¢j/!, 
Merniwether, Mitchell, Ten. Moore, Ala. Owen, Peter, Plumer, 
Polk, Rives, Saunders, Sawyer, Smith, Tattnall Thompson, Gey. 
Trezvant, Tucker, S.C. Wilson, S. C.—61. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, N. ¥Y. Addams, Pa. Anderson, Arm. 
strong, B » Badger, Baldwin, Bartlett, Bartley, Barber, Coy. 
Barney, Baylies, Beecher, Boone, Bradley, Brent, Brown, Buch. 
anan, Buckner, Burieigh, Burges, Cambreleng, Cessedy, Clarke, 
Condict, Cook, Crowninshield, Dorsey, Dwight, Eastman, &). 
wards, Pa. Estill, Everett, Findlay, Pa. Findlay, Ohio, Fosdick, 
Garasey, Garrison, Gurley, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hayden, Healey, 
Hemphill, Henry, Herrick, Holcombe, Hugunin, Homphrey, In. 
gersoll, Jennings, of Obio, Jennings, of Indiana, Johnson, N, Y, 
Johnson, of Virginia, JaineeJohnson, Francis Johnson, Kellogg, 
Kerr, Kidder, Lathrop, Lawrence, Letcher, Lincoln, Little, Liv. 
ingstun, Locke, podgg’ Eiger ey, Martindale, Martin, Marviu, N, 
Y¥. Mattocks, McLane, Del, McLean, Ohio, Mercer, Merwin, Conn, 
Metealfe, Miller, N. Y. Miner, Jas, S. Mitchell, John Mitchell, 
Moore, Ken. Newton, O'Brien, Orr, Pearce, Porter, Powell, Keed, 
Rose, Ross, Sands, Scott, Sill, Sloane, Sprague, Stevenson, of 
Pennsylvania, Stewart, Storrs, Strong, Swan, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, 
of Va. Test, Thomson, Pa. ‘Thompson, Ohio, Tomlinson, Trim. 
ble, Tucker, N. J. Van Horne, Van Rensselaer, Vance, Varnum, 
Vinton, Wales, Ward, Webster, Weems, Whipple, White, Whit. 
temore, Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Witiams, James Wilson, Henry 
Wilson, Wilson, Ohio, Wood, N.Y. Worthington, Wright, Wurts, 
Young—134.* . 

So the house refused to strike out the enacting 
clause. 

A motion was now made to adjourn, and negatived. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Webster, after referring to the confinement and 
fatigue endured by the house in the discussion now 
terminated, expressed a desire that the house should 
enjoy one day of relaxation, and moved that, when 
it adjourn it adjourn to Monday next. The motion 
was negatived. Ayes 79. Noes 101. 

And then the house adjourned. 


Saturday, April 22. After some other business— 

Mr. Owen, of Ala. offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill trom the senate for the relief of Francis Larche 
be discharged trom the further consideration of said bill,and that 
it be recommitted to the committee of ciaims, with instructions to 
report the evidence in the case, and to reverse the priuciple which 
declares, that the government is net cesponsible for the loss or de> 
struction of that description of property. 


Mr. Owen observed, that a report had been made, 
a few days since, by the committee of claims, in the 
case of Larche, which he wished to make the subject 
of amotion. The case had been reported as from 
the committee: but he had himself attended every day, 


this report. lig 


fle was opposed to its doctrines 


| believed them to be unconstitutional, and he wished 


the report to be recommitted to the committee, with 
instructions. If such were the principles of the com- 
mittee, he was entirely opposed to them, and wished 
to abtajn an expression of the opinion of this house 
in relation to them. As the report was unfavorable, 
it would pot, if suffered to remain as at present, come 
up for consideration within the present session. He 
wished that it should be considered, and that the house 
should pass upon it, 


Mr. Brent, of Lou. said, that he hoped the motion 
of his friend from Ala. would prevail. He was glad 
to find that the principles of the report were not sanc- 
tioned by that hanorable gentleman. He considered 
the subject as one of great consequence, not only tv 
all the southern states, but to the nation, and he hoped 
that the report would be recommitted; but, as the 
house was not now full, he suggested to his friend 
the propriety of laying his motion for the present, o& 
ithe table. 
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Mr. O. declined adopting this course, but proposed 
, day for considering it. 

or. Williams, [chairman of the committee of claims] 
spoke in explanation and reply. He had not been 

resent when this report was adopted by the commit- 
tce. During the former part of the session, the com- 
mittee had set on three days of the week: but, the 

ressure of business being very great, they had lately 
come to the determination of ws every day; and 
it was on one of the intermediate days, that this re- 
port had been submitted. He did not hold himself 
responsible for the reasoning inthe report. The rea 
soning contained in the reports of the committees 
was one thing, and the conclusions were another. 
The result to which the committee comes is precisely 
the same as in all previous cases of a similar kind, 
viz: that the slave lost, in the manner stated by 
Larche, ought not to be paid for under the law of 
1816. 

A great deal of desultory debate, or conversation, 
followed. The reasoning of the report was mainly, 
and, perhaps, we might say only, objected to. Mr. For- 

said the principle asserted by the committee is 
this, that the government of the United States have 
aright to make use of the slaves in the southern 
states as militia, and have a right to put arms in their 
hands. This isa principle he had never heard main- 
tained, or ever uttered before. It had certainly 
never been heard of in this hall. It is against this 
that we protest. If will not characterize the princi- 
ple as I think it deserves, because I know the gen- 
tleman does not mean to assail us. But the princi- 
ple is one which strikes at the very root of our peace 
and safety. The question of property is nothing— 
the principle is all. 7 

In the end, the resolution was laid on the table, and 
the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, said, that he had a re- 
solution to present, on which he was desirous of of- 
fering some preliminary remarks. 

The speaker said, that the resolution of the gentle- 
nian must first be sent. to the chair, and read, in order 
that the question of consideration might be put, if 
either the chair or any member of the house desir- 
ed it. 

Mr. Wickliffe then sent his resolution to the chair, 
‘and it was read at the clerk’s table, as follows: 

Resolved, That this house, by the vote rejecting the resolution of 
the committee of foreign atfuirs, declaring it expedient to appro- 
priate the funds necessary to defray the expenses of a mission to 
the congress at Panama, as amended by the vote of this house, 
did not surrender the principles or abandon the policy declared 
by the amendment to the origial resviution, or the right, necessi- 
ty, and power, of this house tv express its opmion in reference 


to the subjects embraced by that amendment, at the time and in 
the manner that it did. 


The speaker then put the question, will the house 
now consider this resolution? 

Mr. W. demanded the yeas and nays, but withdrew 
it, and also his resolution—giving notice that he 
should offer one of a similar import in Tuesday next. 


Mr. Floyd, of Va. laid on the table the following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this house, any opinion which may have 
been given by the attorney general, respecting the rightof a fo- 
reign mimster to retain money which had been advanced to biin 
by the president, as an outfit, beyond the sum appropriated by law. 

(This resolution was agreed, t» on Wednesday fol- 


lowing). 


Mr. Bartiett, of N. H. moved the consideration of 
the following resolution, offered by him some days 
since: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole be discha from 
the further consideration of the claims of the state of Massachu- 
setts for militia services, rendered during the late wor, and that 
the same be referred to the secretary of war, ain) that he be in- 


structed to report to this house, what items and what amount of 


said claims are within the principle and rales, which bave been 
applied to the adjustment of claims of other states, tur militia ser- 


| A good deal of minor business was now attended to. 
An engrossed bill ‘‘making appropriation for car- 
rying into effect the appointment of a mission to the 
congress of Panama;” was read a third time. 


Mr. Barney demanded that the question on the pas- 
sage of this bill should be taken by yeas and nays. 


Mr. Lecompte, of Kentucky, was proceeding in some 
remarks in opposition to the demand, when he was 
informed by the chair, that any remarks on the ques- 
tion whether a vote should be taken by yeas and nays, 
were out of order. 


The yeas and nays were then ordered by the house. 
Mr. Lecompte then delivered his sentiments in op- 
position to the bili, as did also Messrs. McDuffie and 
Houston. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

[As this list of yeas and nays will be oftentimes re- 
ferred to, and on several accounts, we have classed 
the members into states, for more convenient refer= 
ence. 


AINE ee 
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YEAs—134, 
Maine. Messrs. Ander- 
son, Burleigh, Herrick, 
Kidder, Lincoln, O’Brien 
and Sprague—7. 


NAYS—60. 
Maine. None. 


New Hampshire. Messrs.| New Hampshire. Mr. 
Bartlett, Brown, Eastman, Harvey—1. 

Healy, Whipple—5. 

Massachusetts. Messrs.| Massachusetts. None. 
Allen, Bailey, Baylies, 

Crowninshield, Dwight, 


Everett, Lathrop, Locke, 
Reed, Varnum, Webster— 
ll. 

Rhode Island. Messrs. 

Burgess and Pearce—2. | 

Connecticut. Messrs. 
Baldwin, Barber, Inger-| 
soll, Merwin and Tomlin-| 
son—5. 

Vermont, Messrs. Brad- 
ley, Maliary, Mattocks and 
Wales—4. 

New York. Messrs. 


Rhode Island. None. 





Connecticut. None. 


Vermont. None. 





New York. Messrs. An- 


s— 
x 


Adams, Badger, Cambre- 
leng, Fosdick, Garnsey, 
Hasbrouck, Hayden, Hu- 
gunin, Humphrey, John- 
son, Kellogg, Martindale, 
Markell, Marvin, Miller, 
Porter, Ross, Rose, Sands, 
Storrs, Strong, Van Rens- 
selaer, Verplank, Ward, 
Whittemore, White and 
Wood—27. 

New Jersey. Messrs. 
Cassedy, Condict, Garri- 
son, Holcombe, Swan and 
Tucker—6, 

Pennsylvania, Messrs. 
Addams, Buohanan, Ed- 


Hemphill, Lawreyee, Mi- 
ner, Markley, James 5S. 


Orr, Stewart, Sill, 





vices during the late war. ‘ i : 
_ After some remarks, this resolutios, with the con- 
sentof the mover, was laid on the ta>ie- 





ney, Dorsey, Kerr, Lit! 
tic, Martin, Mitchell and! 
Weems-—7. 


wards, Findlay, Harris, 


Mitchell, John Mitchell, 
Ste-| 
venson, Thompson, Van' 


Horne, Jas. Wilson, Hen-} 
ry Wil-on and Wuriz— 
20. 


Delaware. McLane—1.| 


gel,Ashley,Deitz and Hof- 


| 


| 


New Jersey. None. 





| Pennsylvania. Messrs. 
Ingham, McKean, Kremer 
and Plumer—4. 


| 


} 


Delmrare. None. 


Maryland. Messrs. Bar-| Maryland. Mr. Peter—i. 
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Virginia. Messrs. Arm- 
strong, Estill, Johnson, 
Mercer, Newton, Powell, 
Taliaferro and Taylor—8. 


North Carolina. 
Williams—1. 


Mr. 


South Carolina. None. 


Virginia. Messrs. Alex- 
ander, Archer, Barbour, 
Bassett,Crump, Claiborne, 
Davenport,Floyd,Garnett, 
McCoy, Rives, Smith and 
Trezvant—13. 

North Carolina. Messrs. 
Alston, Bryan, Carson, 
Conner, Edwards, Hines, 
Holmes, Long, Mangum, 
MeNeil, Sawyer and Saun- 
ders— 12. 

South Carolina. Messrs. 
Carter, Drayton, Gist, Go- 


Wilson—7. 
Georgia. None. Georgia. 
Thompson—5. 
Kentucky. Messrs. Buck- 
_ger, Clarke, Henry, James|—!. 
Johnson, Francis Johnson, 


Letcher, Metcalfe, Moore, 


Trimble, Wickliffe and 
Young—11. 
Tennessee. None. Tennessee. Messrs. Alex-| 
ander, Allen, Blair,Cocke, 
Houston, Isacks, Marable, 
Mitchell and Polk—9. 
Ohio. Messrs. Bartley,| Ohio. Mr. Campbell—1. 


Beecher,Findlay,McLean, 
Sloane, Thompson, Vinton, 
Vance, Wilson, Whittlesey 
and Wright—11. 





Indiana. Messrs. Boone,| Jndiana. None. 
Jennings and Test~3. 
Illinois. Mr. Cook—1.| Illinois. None. 
Missouri. Mr. Scott—1.) Missouri. None. 
Mississippi. Not repre-| Missi:sippi. Not repre- 
sented. sented. 
_ Louisiana. Messrs. Brent,| Louisiana. None. 


Gurley and Livingston—3. 

“llabama. None. Alabama. Messrs. Moore 
and Owen. 

Absent—from .Vassachusetts, Messrs. Davis, and Ho- 
Wart. Connecticut, Mr. Phelps. Vermont, Mr. Meech, 
New York. Messrs. Hallock and McManus. [Mr 
Taylor (speaker) did not vote]. Pennnsylvania— 
Messrs. Miller, and Wolf. Maryland, Mr. Worthing- 
ton. Virginia—Mr. Stevenson. South Carolina— 
Messrs. Hamilton, and Mitehell. Georgia—Messrs. 
Cuthbert and Merriwether. Ohio—Messrs. Jennings 
and Woods. 

Monday, April 24. Much business was attended to 
this day—the rule which confines the consideration 
of reports and resolutions to the first hour of the pro- 
ceedings, was suspended—-87 to 21, Mr. Webster from 
the committee on the judiciary, reported, recom- 
mending that the house should disagree to the amend- 
ments made by the senate to the bill for amending 
the judiciary system, which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, moved to discharge the 
committee of the whole from the further considera- 
tion of “the bill to provide for the apprehension and 
delivery of deserters from French ships in the ports 
of the United States,” in order to its consideration 
by the house. 

The motion was 2zeed to. 





Mr. Forsyth remarked, thot the facts of this case, 
had already been reported tothe house. The object 
of the bili was to carry into effect the treaty with, 
A question had arisen in the courts of Vir- | 
einia, whether the provisions of that treaty, with re-: 
gpect to deserters, embraced ships of war, and deser- | 


France. 


ters from such ships were retused to be delivered up. 


A correspondence had, in consequence, taken place 
between this government and that of France, the; 


van, McDuffie, Tucker and 


Messrs. Cary, 
Forsyth, Haynes, Tattnall 


Kentucky. Mr. Lecompte 





a 


result of which was; that the article did cover s}j 
of war; but the courts of Virginia, still adhering t, 
their ‘former interpretation, it had been thought bet. 
ter to refer the matter to congress, where a short att 
would put an end to the difficulty, The bill secur, 
to French ships, in our ports, only the same privile 
as is en joyed by our ships in the ports of France, 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading. 

Pursuant to notice, Mr. Hemphillasked the house ty 
take up the bill for the relief of the surviving office;, 
of the army of the revolution. 

The house went into committee accordingly, 
Mr. Hemphill explained and supported the bill, pro. 
posing to fill the blank with a million of dollars. 4 
debate followed which lasted till 4 o’clock when th, 
committee rose, and the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, April 25. Many resolutions were offere; 
this day and variously disposed of. Mr. Wickligi, 
explained, at some length, why he had been induce; 
to offer his resolution on Saturday, and why on ac. 
count of the pressure of business, he had thought it 
best to decline an offering of it now. 

Mr. Hemphitt reported a bill to regulate the laying 
out and making a road from Washington to New Or. 
leans—which we shall give place to at a future day. 

Mr. Mercer, of Va. submitted the following resolu. 
tions. 

“I, Resolved, That itis expedient toset apart from 
the public revenue, a fund for internal improvement: 
and to devise a system of rules for its impartial and 
judicious application to such roads, rail-ways and co- 
nals, as may be deemed, by congress, within the scope 
of its constitutional power. 

2. Resolved, That this fund shall consist of the por- 
tion of the revenue of each year, which shall remain 
not otherwise appropriated, after providing for the 
civil, diplomatic and miscellaneous; the military and 
naval expenses of the year; the annual sinking fund 
of ten millions of dollars for the extinguishment of 
the public debt; and after deducting from the nett re- 
venue of the current, and the unexpended balance 
of the preceding year —— dollars for unforeseen 
contingencies. 

3. Resolved, That, to aid the judgment of congress 
in the selection of fit subjects for internal improve- 
ment, and to secure, in due time, a just regard for 
all, a system be devised for the collection of appropri- 
ate information, and the application of the fund, 
which shall embrace the following regulations, to- 
gether with such others, as congress may hereafter 
superadd. 

Ist. That the number of the United States’ engi- 
neers be augmented, and arranged in two distinct 
corps, to be denominated, respectively, the corps of 
military and the corps of civilengineers: that the lat- 
ter be subdivided into twocorps, one whereof shal! 
be denominated the corps of topographical civil eng!- 
neers; that every graduate cadet,on leaving the milila- 


ry academy of West Point, be allowed the choice, s0 


far as may be compatible with the pudlic interest, of 
entering the corps of military or of civil engineers,ave 
that the lasi be recruited, from time to time, as occa- 
sion may offer, by the appointment of practical civil 
engineers of established reputation. 

2. That the corps of topographical civil engineers 
be employed in exploring and embodying all such in- 
formation as may serve to ascertain, define and iJlus- 





trate, the natural surface of the United States, and 
their susceptibitity of improvement, by artificial 
roads, rail- ways and canals, of general importunce te 
the union, from their tendency to facilitate the safe 
and speedy transportation of the mail; to promote 
the extension of the domestic and foreign commerce, 
and to provide for the common defence of the United 
States. 

8. That the residue of the corps of civil engineers 
be engaged in forming estimates of the probable cos: 






























































1 ac. 
ht it 


ring 
Or. 
lay. 
Olu- 


rom 
ent; 
and 
 Ca- 
Ope 


Dor: 
sain 
the 
and 
und 
t of 
Te- 
nee 
een 


ress 
ve- 
for 
Dri 
nd, 


‘ter 


gle 
net 


jat- 
alt 
igi- 
tae 
$0 
of 
wd 
C3- 
vit 


ers 
in- 
us- 


jal 
te 
ife 
yte 
ne, 
ed 


re 
St 


NILES’ RE@ISTER—APRIL 29, 1826-—CONGRESS. 167 


2 ee ER < 





27 : 





4 ie 
of every such work, in supervising, under the orders 
of the department of war, the conduct of such works 
as shall have been begun; in reporting to the depart- 
ment their gradual progress, the peculiar dfficulties, 
if any, encountered in their execution; the manner 
jn which those difficulties may have been severally 
overcome: and the actual, compared with the esti- 
mated cost of each elementary part of every work. 
That, of all those reports, abstracts shall be compil- 
ed and transmitted to the congress of the United 
States, ator near the commencement of every annual 
session. These compilations shall be made, under the 
auspices of the department of war, by a board con- 
sisting of not less than three civil engineers, who shall 
subjoin to them a general history of the distribution 
and operations of the corps of civil engineers, du- 
ring the preceding year, accompanied by such reflec- 
tions as may serve to detect existing errors-in the de- 
sign or execution of any work, to suggest suitable} 
eorrectives thereof, and to guard against their recur- 
rence. 

4. That, along with every enumeration of the 
pulation of the United States, there shall be collected, 
under instructions from the treasury department, 
to the agents deputed to make the same, the necessary 
materials for exhibiting in tabular form, the distri- 
bution of the people, according to their occupations, 
and the productiveness, where ascertainable, of those 
occupations, in the several states and territories; and 
in their respective subdivisions, into incorporated 
towns, cities and counties or districts. That those 
tables shall comprehend, especially, a description of 
the artificial roads, railways and canals, already exe- 
euted, or in progress, within the United States, and 
the territories thereof—denoting, of the rail-ways, 
the number of lines of parallel rails, and their hori- 
zontal inclination; of the canals, their breadth, depth 
of water, and lockage; and of all those public works, 
their denomination, length, actual cost, and annual 
profit, with the tonnage, or number, and computed 
value of the various commodities transported thereon, 
within the two years next preceding the period of in- 
quiry; and that those statistical tables be published, 
eotemporaneously, with each census. 

5. ‘That, during the first congress assembled under 
any new census, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
the fund for internal improvement of the ensuing ten 
years, shall be appropriated, by anticipation, to such 
roads, rail- ways, and canals, as the wisdom of con- 
gress may deem within the pale of its constitutional 
authority, and worthy of public aid. 

6. That, in these appropriatians, a preference, 
where practicable, shall be giveri to the execution of 
every such work, by the instrumentality of joint stock 
companies, incorporated by the several states through 
whose territory such work may extend. 

7. That the interest of the United States, acquired 
by a subscription to the stock of any such company, 
shall be represented atall public meetings thereof, by 
a proxy deputed by the secretary of the treasury. 

8. That the income of the United States, from ali such 
works, shall constitute a special resource; first, for 
the payment of the interest, and the extinction of the 
principal, of any loans which may be negotiated, un- 
der authority of law, in order to aecelerate their com 
pletion; and next, for effecting such similar improve- 
ments, as it may be the pleasure of congress to pa- 
tronize. 

4. Resolved, That, in periods of actual or appre- 
hended invasion, or war, the stocks acquired by the 
disbursements of the fund for internal improvement, 
together with the annual revenue arising to the Unit- 
ed States from the public works accomplished there- 
by, as well as the entire fund itself, shall be held 
disposable, by transfer, pledge, or otherwise, for the 
public defence, so far as cungress may deem expe- 


5. Resolved, That so much of the fund for internal 


}improvement, as may annually accrue, before the 


meeting of the first congress, under the census of 
1830, be appropriated in such amounts, and under 
such limitations, as may be prescribed by law, to the 
completion of the line of inland navigation, along the 
sea-board of the United States, from Maine, across 
the peninsula of Florida, to New Orijeans; to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio, and the Ohio and Erie canals; 
to the improvement of the navigation of the Tennes- 
see, Ohio, and Connecticut rivers; to the extension 
of the Cumberland road; to the construction of the 
contemplated road, from the District of Columbia 
to New Orleans; and to such other works of gene- 
ral importance, as farther surveys may develope, and 
the part aforesaid, of the fund for internal improve- 
ment, may be competent to construct, or to afford ef- 
fectual aid in constructing.” 

In submitting a motion to lay the preceding re- 
solutions on the table, and to print them, Mr. Mer- 
cer said, that it had long been the avowed wish of 
many members of the house to provide a system of 
internal improvement. That, concurring in that 
sentiment, he had submitted.to the committee on 
roads and canals, at the Jast session of congress, the 
outlines of such a system, which he had since reduc- 
ed to the form of sundry resolutions, that he now 
asked leave to offer to the house. 

He did not design to press a decision upon them 
during the present session, unless the house shall 
be disposed, as he himself is, to act upon a bill in re- 
lation to the same topic, some time past reported by 
the committee on roads and canals, and referred to 
a committee of the whole house. 

He had hitherto withheld the resolutions, in the 
expectation of receiving a report from the United 
States’ engineers, on a subject of great magnitude, 
and which must be comprebended in any plan of in- 
ternal improvement, at all commensurate with the 
wants of the union. 

Despairing, as he did at present, of seeing that 
subject brought before the house, in time to be final- 
ly disposed of during the present session of congress, 
he, notwithstanding, felt it te be his duty to call the 
attention of the house to those outlines of a system en 
which he had himself long meditated, arid which, 
presented in the shape of distinct resolutions, might 
have the effect of eliciting the opinions of much abier 
minds, and expediting a favorable decision upon a 
subject of vital importance, as he believed, to the 
union and prosperity of the United States. 

The details embraced by the resolutions were de- 
signed, and would be found, he hoped, to obviate 
some of the objections which had been hitherto urg- 
ed, even by those gentlemen who admitted the pow- 
er of congress to legislate on this subject, as to the 
expediency of its exercise. They involved, he hop- 
ed, no doctrine which would exclude from their 
support, any of the advocates for a system of inter- 
nal improvement, however they may differ among 
themselves as to the sources in the constitution from 
which the general power may be legitimately de 
duced. 

The resolutions were ordered to lie upon the tablé 
and printed. 

Five bills from the senate were read and referred. 

An engrossed bill ‘for altering the times of holding 
the courts of the United States for the western dix 
trict of Virginia,” was read a third time, passed, and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 

An engrossed bill‘‘to provide for the apprehension 
and delivery of deserters from French ships in the 
ports of the United States,” was read a third time, 
passed, aud sent to the senate. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Hemphill, of 
Penn. resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 





dient, and consistent with the public faath. 


Mr. Webster, of Muss. in the ctir, on the slate 8 
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the union, and resumed the consideration of the bill 
“for the relief of the surviving officers of the army 
of the revolution.” 

Messrs. Drayton and Kidder supported the bill.— 
The blank was filled up with one million of doliars— 
77 to 48. Several amendments were suggested to 
meet the cases of such as it was intended to relieve. 
Finally, 1,200,000 was voted in lieu of a million, on an 
amendment proposed by Mr. Reed—ayes 8t, noes 39. 
Much debate followed on the details, and the commit- 
ps nM {at 4 o’clock), without {gettingt hrough with 
the bill. 

The speaker then laid before the house, the follew- 
ing message from the president of the United States: 


To the house of representatives of the United States: 
WasHINGTON, April 25, 1826. 

In compliance with a resolution of the house of the 
4th of January last, I now transmit reports from the 
secretaries of state, of the treasury, and of war, and 
from the postmaster general, with documents con- 
taining the list of appointments of members of con- 
gress, and other information relating thereto, desired 
by the resolution. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

The message was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Wednesday, April 26. Many reports and bills were 
offered this day, and variously disposed of. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
Stewart, of Pa. was taken up: 


Resolved, That the secretary .of war be instructed to comma- 
nicate to this house the geport of the engineer recently employed 
in exploring the counteye and running levels between the Deep 
Creek and Castleman summits, on the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 
with a view to ascertain the practicability of transterring, .by a 
fveder, the water supply from the one summit to the other.” 

The resolution was agreed to. 


After other business— — 

The motion to discharge the committee of the whole 
from the further consideration of the bill for relief of 
the surviving officers of the revolution, e up-- 
debate followed on various points. The speakers 
were, Messrs. Webster, Alston, Buchanan, Forsyth, 
Powell, Cocke, Weems, Martin, Cary, Reed, Mitchell, 
of Ten. Estill, Marvin, Mallary, Burges, Owen, Wood, 
Baylies, Condict, Livingston, Hemphill and Barney,—and 
then, that it might be printed in its amended form, it 
was laid on the table. 

The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States: 

To the senate and house of representatives of the U. S. 
Washington, 25th April, 1826. 

I now transmit to both houses of congress, copies 
of a treaty with the Creek nation of Indians, conclud- 
ed on the 24th day of January last, with a supplemen- 
tary article signed on the Sist of last month, which 
have been, with the advice and consent of the senate, 
duly ratified. Isend, at the same time, copies of the 
treaty superseded by them, signed at the Indian 
Springs, on the i2thof February, 1825. The treaty 
and supplementary article, now ratified, will require 
the aid of the legislature for carrying them into effect. 
And I subjoin a letter from the secretary of war, pro- 
posing an additional appropriation for the purpose of 
facilitating the removal of that portion of the Creek 
nation which may be disposed to remove west of the 
Mississippi; recommending the whole subject to the 
favorable consideration of congress. J. Q.ADAms. 


Department of war, April 24, 1826. 

Sin: I have the honor to represent, that, from in- 
formation lately received, a further sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, over and above that provided for in 
the 9th article of the late treaty with the Creeks, ju- 
viciously applied in indemnifying emigrapts for their 
improvements in the unceded part of their territory, 
as well within the limits of Alabama as of Georgia, 
(should, iudved, any portion of their land be found 


obedient servant, 
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within the latter state in this predicament), Will terg 


to increase the number of emigrants, and thereby, to 


the extent of its influence, to gem the general 
policy of the United States, and I submit to you the 
propriety of communicating this subject to the con- 
sideration of congress. 1 have the honor to be, vour 
James Barnovr. 

The president of the United States. 

The message was, for the present, laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr.<¥cLane, of Delaware, then asked, and having 
obtained leave, reported bill from the committee of 
ways and means, making an appropriation to carry 
into effect a treaty concluded between the United 
States and the Creek nation of Indians, and ratified 
on the 22d of April, 1826. 

The bill was twice read, and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The house then took up the bill “to appropriste 
land for the support of schools in certain townships, 
and fractional townships, not before provided,” 

This bill had been before a committee of the whole; 
and the question now being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed forathird reading— — 


Mr. Vinton, in a neat speech, which had the addi- 
tional merit of being a short one, explained the me- 
rits of the bill. Mr. Cocke expressed some doubts as 
tothe expediency of the measure, and Mr. Vinton 


replied. A motion for adjournment prevailed, be- 
fore any question was decided. 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate, a good deal of preparatory busines: 
was attended to and disposed of. The bill to sur- 
vey the route of a post-road between Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, was ordered to a third reading, on!y 
by the casting voice of the president—15 against 15. 

The committee on finance reported the bill from 
the house for carrying into effect the appointment of 
a mission to Panama. Mr. Berrien moved an amend- 
ment pretty nearly the same in substance as that of- 
fered by Mr. McLane, when modified. It was order- 
ed to bé printed. 

Several bills were passed through different stages 

Mr. Branch’s resolutions were taken up. Mr. Ran- 
dolph spoke four hours about them. Mr. Bell, to put 
an end to the debate, moved that they should be laid 
on the table. Mr. Randolph (as in the case of his 
motion about John Smith) promised to call them up 
every day during the session! 

The question being taken on the motion to lay the 
resolution on the table, it was decided in the aflirma- 
tive, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Barton, Bell, Bouligny, Chambers, 
Chase, Clayton, Edwards, Hendricks, Holmes, John- 
ston of Lou Knight, Lloyd, M’livaine, Marks, Noble, 
Reed, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Smith, 
Thomas, Willey—23. 

Nays. Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chand- 
ler, Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay, Harper, Harrison, 
Hayne, Johnson of Ky. Kane, King, Macon, Ran- 
dolph, Rowan, Tazewell, Van Buren, White, Wil 
liams, Woodbury—21. And the senate adjourned. 


The house of representatives was quite busily engaged 
on minor, local or preparatory matters. A number 
of reports were received and several bills disposed 
of—the needful particulars of which shall be given 
bereafter. Much of the day was spent in consider- 
ingthe bill fer the relief of the surviving officers of the 
revolution. A number of amendments were reject- 
ed and some agreed to. Nothing was decided, ex- 
cept again to lay the bill, with its amendments, on the 
table, that it, and them, might be printed. The de- 
tails of this bill appear to be uncommonly difficult. 
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